ZA Littleton 





Coin Company David M. Sundman, President 

‘ Direct Line: 1-G03-444-3524 
1309 Mt. Eustis Road Direct Fax: 1-603-444-3512 
Littleton, NH 03561-3735 dsundman@littletoncoin.com 


October 21, 2004 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education Society 
6450 Cecil Ave. 

St. Louis, MO 63105 


Dear Mr. Newman, 


A fellow member of the Council of Philatelists, of which David is a member, is interested 
in an obsolete bank note from the Bank of St. Louis. David is hoping you can help him 
locate one or maybe point him in the right direction. The note is from the first Bank of 
St. Louis and features a line drawing of the city of St. Louis, and signed by Chauteaux. 
My best guess is Haxby G26 or G30 but I’m not sure. 


Any assistance you could provide Mr. Tom Alexander would be appreciated. His phone 
number is (816) 842-0744 or you can e-mail him at talexanderl@ke.rr.com. I have 
included a little background information on Mr. Alexander herein. 


If you need to contact me, I can be reached at (603) 444-3545 or via e-mail at 
mplasencia@littletoncoin.com. Thanking you in advance for your time and help. 


Sincerely, 
Melissa Plasencia 
Executive Assistant 


To the President 


Enc. 


Over 55 Years of Friendly Service to Collectors 
www. littletoncoin.com 
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MO-40 BANK OF NIANGUA, (1830s) 


Non-existent bank, represented only by fraudulent notes. 


$5 $5 __18_:1830s Unknown SENC 
NDA 

$10 $10. ___18_:1830s Unknown SENC 
NDA 


MO-45 BANK OF ST. LOUIS (1st), 1816-19 


G14 $1 ——18_:1810s L&R VG 
Fate: failed. 500. 
|- DEMAND NOTES G16 $2 (__18_):1810s None 
Genuine Notes, Raised Notes and Counterfelts NDA; similar to $3, G20. 





G2 12%¢ April1,1819 MDF VG VF Unc 
400. 650. pee G18 $2 _18_:1810s L&R VG 
500. 
G20 $3 (___18_):1810s None VG 
Upper C: 3. L: panel with ST. LOUIS, across. R: 
panel with THREE DOLLS., across. Typeset. 650. 





EUS 
G4 25¢ April 1,1819 MDF VG VF Unc C Ubeeres, 
400. 650. — 


G22 $3 __18_:1810s L&R VG 
650. 





G6 37%2¢ April1,1819 MDF VG VF Unc 
750. 1000. — 


G8 50¢ April1,1819 MDF SENC 
NDA; similar to 25¢, G4. 
$5 _18.:1810s L&R VG 





G10 62%¢ April1,1819 MDF VG VF Unc 
750. 1000. — 


G12 $1 (__18_): 1810s None SENC 
NDA; similar to $3, G20. 





$10  __18_:1810s L&R VG 
500. 








750. 


VF 


900. 






VF 
750. 


VF 
750. 


Unc 


Unc 


Unc 


Unc 


Unc 


Bank of St. Louis/MISSOURI ]]159 


Bank of St. Louis/MISSOURI ]16(0 


visi 4 


On ce 
8 


\ 


> 


Ne ge 





G28 $20 ___18_:1810s L&R VG VF Unc 
500. 750. ae Tint: green overall lathework outlining a white 
TEN. The signature spaces at the bottom are 
green. 


DESIGN 10Ba 














ein 
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+s 





The Urelident): 





0 Aveeno aw: 
r ¥ 
Hi 
AYO OAREPALRORCOAKD 








Sy Me y the “BAYS Oe S¥ eee foeute S sf . : As Design 10Ba, except the signature spaces at 
be? r a the bottom are white. 
* 14 ae LIFTS ALA detts rae Gs fries 


DESIGN 10Bb 


SL wis vgew Porvoo 


Vath? @ | fect 














C: oval portrait of Washington flanked by two 
630° $50 _ 18. :1810s L&R VG VF Unc women std. with scythe, sheaf & anchor, steam- 
650. 1000 boat & train in bkgd. L: XX/oval male portrait. R: 
; : ak 20/oval female portrait. BS: 20. Tint: brown- 
; orange. 
) fips DESIGN 20Aa 
oe peeled ore 7 revs wy s Ce: 
Site 3 -% Bank: Ses me or SO Laws 
OE fence apy LIne) Tumaeed Dollars « 
~ Shes ve SS Se aes sees wae j os 
G32 $100 ___18_:1810s L&R VG VF Unc 
650. 1000. _ 
Il- POST NOTE 
G34 $___  ____181_:(1810s) L&R Proof Tint: green overall lathework; the signature 
C: man in horse-drawn sulky. L: panel with POST Spaces 6) hie Gere green. 
NOTE, across. R: panel with BANK OF ST. LOUIS, 
across. i 450. DESIGN 20Ba 
MO-50 BANK OF ST. LOUIS (2nd), 1857-65 As Design 20Ba, except the signature spaces in 


the ctr. are white. 


Branches: Boonesville, Kirksville. 
DESIGN 20Bb 





DESIGNS FOR STATE-COUNTERSIGNED NOTES 


C: 50. L: FIFTY /Minerva with battle axe & shield. 
R: FIFTY /woman with anchor. Tint: red. 


DESIGN 50Aa 


issued notes have the piace payable filled in and are countersigned vertically by 


a state official (Bank Commissioner). 





C: female portrait, flanked by two cherubs/50; 
50. Tint: red, with white FIFTY, across, at L&R, & 
red FIFTY at lower ctr. 


DESIGN 50Ba 





Lower L-LC: wharf scene, merchandise, steam- 
boats in bkgd. RC: portrait of woman. Upper L: 
100. R: cherub/100. Tint: red, including 100 at 








lower RC. 
Tint: brown-orange, includes FIVE and die at DESIGN 100Ba 
upper rt. 
DESIGN 5Aa 
a a ee ane ORES RE ET A eA OE NS. a a TOES EAE ee 
C: portrait of woman. Upper L&R: 500. Tint: red, 
As Design 10Ba, except has a brown-orange tint. including 500 at lower L&R. 
DESIGN 10Aa DESIGN 500Ba 


_-___-eoeoeees ess sao 


FROM : MONEY MUSEUM FAX NO. : 3145165983 Oct. 27 2064 G4: 15PM 


ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 





Ms. Melissa Plasencia | October 27, 2004 
Littleton Coin Co. ; | 

_ 1309 Mt. Eustis Rd. | 

~ Littleton, NH 03561-3735 


Dear Ms. Plasencia: 


) I thought i it. would be best if we 2 wrote you instead of Mr. Alexander as to David's 
-. . Fequest because we do not know Mr. Alexander. _ 
There is no Bank of St. Louis note signed by Choitean as the notes signed by him 
_are from the Bank of Missouri. Since emphasis seems to be on the engraving of St. 
Louis on the Bank of St. Louis issue this seems not to be a numismatic or philatelic goal 
but one for the earliést image of St. Louis. 
Some notes signed by Chouteau on the Bank of Misioune are obtainable but 
scarce. Bank of St. Louis pieces are extremely rare and I know of none available 
eee the Leney and Rollinson veces which i iS being seaeht 


Mr, Alexander i is free to email me at ERICNUMIS @AOL. COM or “write me if he wishes 
aie about how we can be os es DEE to him. 


My best to David, | 


- Eric P. Newman 






6450 CECIL AVENUE ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 63105. -ERICNUMIS @ AOL.COM 


Page | of ] 


ard Time 








st image of St. ouis search of Mr. Alexander's. | will have him contact you 
directly. i hope you are w well, ind enjoying St. Louis. | am sorry to say that | was rooting for the Red Sox in the 


All the best, 


David 


David M.Sundman 
Littleton Coin Co. pues : 


okie 


Wednesday, November 03, 2004 America Online: EricNumis 


TROMAS doa ALEXANDER 
2510 GRAND BLVD., APT. 903 


KANSAS CITY, MO 64108 


(816) 842-0744 


14 November 2004 


Eric P. Newman 

Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education Society 
6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, MO 63105 


Mr. Newman, 


I appreciate your having taken the time to talk with me about my quest for a Missouri banknote bearing a 
view of the early St. Louis waterfront. 


You are certainly correct in saying there is an unfortunate lack of shared information between numismatists 
and philatelists. A similar disconnect exists between postal historians and manuscript collectors, whose 
interests coincide on many levels. 

As promised, I am enclosing several scans of album pages from my pre-statehood collection and hope you 
may find some of them of interest. One of these, the 1816 cover from Fort Bellefontaine, shows the 
banknote vignette that I am seeking. 

Thanks again—it was great to talk to you. 


Best personal regards, 


Encl. 


FROM : 


MONEY MUSEUM FAX NO. : 3145165903 Nov. 22 2004 @2:@9PM 


Mr. Thomas J. Alexander November 22, 2004 
2510 Grand Bivd., Apt. 903 
Kansas City, MO 64108 


Dear Mr. Alexander: 


Our interchange of thoughts as to the postal history of early St. Lowis was most 
stimulating for me and I was delighted I asked for and received your present state of 
album pages. It is spectacular. 

Iam enclosing a photostat of th4 1 Aaron T. Crane Post Office currency which you 
apparently were unaware of. If you plait to add this to your album with some of its 
history I will make a bank visit to get a better image. There are several denominations I 
have and some are on pink paper. I also have some currency signed by Robert Simpson 
as postmaster but we also have money he signed from his drug store business. He did 
everything in his long career. 2 // « 

The view of your first page isa 1 C Wild drawing and is in the 1840's because of 
the Court House etc. It does not-relate to the territorial period. The steamboat is the Alex 
Scott. On the page with the St. Lois) 1816 view there is a typo in the last ikne. On the 
be early 1804 ( please find the erate ceremony date which was an event in St. Louis ) 
as Lewis and Clark couldn’t camp here until the ceremony took place. 

Hagerstown Bank was incorporated in 1808 and survived the troubled times prior 
to the Civil War. There was no East Hagerstown Bank according to our best information. 

I will deposit your album among my St. Louis material and thank you again for it. 
When it is formally published I need a copy. 


Cordially, 


Enc P. Newman 


PS 


Page 1 of 1 


Subj: Re: Roberts 25 cent note 

Date: 12/12/2004 12:04:10 P.M. Central Standard Time 
From: EricNumis 

To: talexander1@kc.rr.com 

Dear Tom: 


There is a person working with me who is assembling data on Robert 

Simpson. | have urged him to write it up and | will request this again. It is on all of 
Robert Simpson's activities which include anti-slavery, practice of medicine, 
operation of a drug store, political activity, 

etc. | am glad you found that the 
items | sent you are helpful. The images are better than the originals. Before you 
publish anything | think | should ask for clearance or participation from my 
associate . 

| would like to suggest that you prepare an article on Missouri postal history prior 
to the Civil War for submission to the State Historical Society of Missouri in 
Jefferson City for publication in their REVIEW. If too long for their purposes then 
make segments before statehood, etc. | do not think the Missouri Historical 
Society in St. Louis would publish anything long but if you would write a postal 
history of only ST. LOUIS prior to statehood that might be welcome. 

As to Roberts as a mail contractor | have three unsigned denominations of his 
issue but have never seen an issued one. | can send you images of his other 
denominations the next time | go mining in my bank storage if you need them. 
As to your write up of Missouri postal history prior to the Civil War | would be 
delighted to have a draft if it is not too difficult for you to do. 

Now there is one favor you might be a able to help me with which is in your area 
more than mine. | have most of the ESSAY PROOF JOURNAL which was 
published primarily for philatelic purposes but has many paper money items. lam 
missing most numbers in Volume 11 through 16. Do you know anyone with a 
broken set or a group of them which | might buy or otherwise acquire? | want to 
complete my set and can give you the exact detail if you have an idea. 

| am certainly glad David Sundman got us together. Neither of us had ever heard 
of the other | presume. 

Have a nice holiday season. Eric 


Sunday, December 12, 2004 America Online: EricNumis 


Subj: 


Date: 
From: 


To: 


Eric, 


Page 1 of } 


Essay Proof Journals 

12/15/2004 10:43:15 A.M. Central Standard Time 
talexander1@kc.rr.com 

ericnumis@aol.com 


The philatelic literature dealer | usually use is James E. Lee of Chicago. He says he should be able to provide 
many of the issues you are missing. His toll free number is 877-696-8403. 


Am working on the balance of the St. Louis collection and will send it wnen done. 


Best, Tom 


PS - do you know my friend Barbara Mueller? She edited the Essay Proof Journal for many years. 


Wednesday, December 15, 2004 America Online: EricNumis 


James E. Lee 


eee Invoice 





Cary, IL 60013-0036 Number: 0412075 
Phone: 847/462-9130 
Fax: 847/462-9140 . Date: December 15, 2004 
‘Bill To: | Se ee Ay Oe Ship To: ie. 








Eric ewiail 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St. Louis, MO 63105 















































Ship Via | Terms ae Oe. Comments : Source — 

Ath class/Bo Net 10 days : PPD+Add Eric - Enjoy! PRA 
‘Description | Quantity Price Discount Tax1. “Amount. 
ey nunlndviaiies 9 a oo ee aie en <0, 00 
Shipping and Handling | 4.00 | 4. 00 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
; A a ae . Sub-Total «= s(ss=s«é$94.00 
State Tax 6.50% on 0.00 © 0.00 
Total $94.00 


Visit our Website at www.jameslee.com 


E-mail us at jim@jameslee.com 


fr an ‘ pl 


at 131 ‘ yi ie > 


Cw 


Page i of 1 


Mr. James E. Lee December 31, 2004 
P.O. Box 36 
Cary, IL 60013-0036 


Dear Mr. Lee: 

| have been out of town during the holiday season and want to thank you for your 
kind and prompt cooperation in helping me fill my Essay Proof Journal set needs. 
| must have not been clear enough when | changed my list of wants for the Essay 
Proof Journal from one item to another when | talked to you. | still need Vol. 32, 
No. 1, Whole # 125 which | wish you to send me in place of Vol. 14, No.1, Whole 
# 53 which you sent me through the misunderstanding. 

| am buying a total of 12 issues @ $7.50 plus shipment. 

There is no need for me to retain any of my duplicates and you offered $3.50 each 
for numbered issues in the 60s and $2.00 for the others. | will send under 
separate cover these duplicates along with the item for exchange. | will not take 
credit for one of the duplicates | am sending because of the slight mixup. 


Your invoice is for $ 94.00 
Credit for five in the 60s Wats # 
Credit for six out of seven others 12.00 

29.50 

Check enclosed $ 64.50 


If you run across any price lists, bargain lists, auctions etc. of St. Louis Stamp and 
Coin Co (issued about 1900 to 1930). | would be interested. They mostly had 
coins for sale. 

| look forward to receiving the Essay Proof #125 to complete my set. 

lt was a pleasure to know of you and | thank you for your cooperation. Happy 
2005. 


Eric P. Newman 


6450 Cecil Ave. 
St. Louis MO 63105 


Friday, December 31, 2004 America Online: EricNumis 
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Subj: St. Louis Posytal History etc. 

Date: 01/16/2005 8:34:58 P.M. Central Standard Time 

From: EricNumis 

40: talexander1@kc.rr.com 

Dear Tom: 

| waited to answer you until | completed several projects in which you were so 
helpful. 


Your friend Lee found all of the Essay Proof Journals | needed and now my set is 
complete as of two days ago. Thank you so much for the suggestion. You said 
you had another source of philatelic literature and | need some price lists, bargain 
lists and other sales material from the St. Louis Stamp and Coin Co which 
operated from about 1900 to 1935. Would your other source possibly have some? 
Now to your pet subject. There is going to be a philatelic meeting in St. Louis in 
February and there are going to be lots of exhibits, some competitive some not. 
My new friend Straight of St. Louis says he is going to have an non- 

competitive exhibit in which he wants to use some of my St. Louis Post Office 
scrip. | am going to let him have only color copies as my real pieces are not 
secure enough as he indicated. In getting these together for him | found some 
new varieties among those | have which | did not recognize fully. | have two A. T. 
Crane scrip pieces on pink paper which have on the right end RECEIV'D FOR 
LETTERS. On the left end is POST OFFICE CHANGE which is the same as on 
his normal denominations. There is no reference to the LAND AGENCY OFFICE 
in the pink paper ones. They have IN CASH in the text. 

The normal denominations have in the text INCURRENT BANK BILLS or IN 
CASH OR CURRENT BILLS, namely 25. 50 and 75 cent denominations. Now 
some of this scrip has stamped in red ink ST LOUIS and a date such as FEB 21 
below, exactly from the same stamping of lettering used on the outside of letters 
of the period. No year is given. Some of the letters you photocopied for me have 
the identical stamping. 

| do not think the St. Louis Post Office scrip has ever been written up. Is that true? 
| have never shown anyone a piece in 30 years. 

Are you coming to St. Louis for the February meeting? If not | will send you 
photocopies of more of my scrip. If you do come please let me know so we can 
get together. Do you have any objection to my working with this Straight as | did 
not contact him originally but my St. Louis associate was working on St. Louis 
postmaster Simpson and asked me if | would help Straight. 

You certainly have started something. | knew my pieces were excessively rare 
but | did not know how important they seem to be. 

| want to thank you again for the images you sent me. Two hotel pictures on them 
| sent to the Missouri Historical Society. 

Sundman really started something for all of us. He just wrote me on the stereo 
program he is giving from time to time and thanks me for starting him on money 
stereography. 

My best to you. Eric 


Sunday, January 16, 2005 America Online: EricNumis 
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Subj: Re: Green Tree Inn 

Date: 01/21/2005 8:03:23 P.M. Central Standard Time 
From: EricNumis 

To: dis@wustl.edu 

Dear David : 


Thank you for the scan of the 1821 item with the picture of the Green Tree Inn. It 
seems identical to the image on my scrip. Now | believe that the wheel and its 
angular drain was merely a decoration for the Inn rather than a functional element. 


Eric 


Saturday, January 22, 2005 America Online: EricNumis 


Page 1 of | 


Subj: Re: Green Tree Inn 

Date: 01/22/2005 5:40:21 P.M. Central Standard Time 
From: EricNumis 

To: dis@wustl.edu 

Dear David: 


Thank you for the scan. | will appreciate a nice image when you can obtain it. It 
certainly is the identical image to the earlier one on the Post Office scrip. 

Now a further surprise. | looked in Billon's index for Green Tree Inn and found 
nothing and did not know who the owner might have been. So | tried serendipity. | 
read all the entries for the 1816 to 1821 period and found two very informative 
squibs. 

Billon, p.137: H. C. Davis has opened a tavern, sign of the Green Tree on Second 
Street July 26, 1816 

Billon, p. 138: Smith & Spicer have removed to next store to Davis' Green Tree 
Hotel, 2nd Street. October 26, 1816 


There may be minor technical corrections to the above. | looked up Davis in the 
personal name index and found nothing. Perhaps he is included in the Paxton 
1821 directory or there is other material elsewhere about him. At least we know a 
few more unchallengeable facts. 

Eric 


Saturday, January 22, 2005 America Online: EricNumis 


Sub): Green Tree Hotel 

Date: 01/23/2005 7:44:09 P.M. Central Standard Time 
From: EricNumis 

To: dis@wustl.edu 

Dear David: 


Just found another unindexed entry. 
Billon, p. 159: John Simons, Sr. has taken the Green Tree tavern 


April 26, 1820. 
He should be in the 1821 St. Louis directory. 


Eric 


Sunday, January 23, 2005 America Online: EricNumis 
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Subj: Numismatic 3-D Show in St. Louis 
Date: 02/17/2005 2:02:08 P.M. Central Standard Time 
Froni. dsundman@littletoncoin.com 
To: > sicNumis@aol.com 
Hi Eric- t 7 
We have made plans wit ~<evin Foley for a program on Friday, May 6, 2005 a&8730 p.m. 





The title is “3-D Ol Time Stel eaview Slideshow: How Uncle Sam Mdde His Money”. — 

This will be bigger and better than ever ith more than 50 hist fC 1gth century stereographic 3-D slides of United 
States Mint and Bureau of Engraving and Painting operatiggé These antique images have now been digitally 
prepared and will be projected in a sharp digit@kformat,#F provide everyone with 3-D glasses for use during the 
program to enjoy an old fashioned stereoview slid@g#fow. 

| think you and the audience in St. Louis willgé foy the sh@wy. 

Thanks for your efforts to make thiggf@ppen. 

Regards, 


Dave 

David M. Sundmay” 
Littleton Coin Cg Inc. 
1309 Mt. Eusgs Rd. 
Littleton, } 03561-3735 
(603yff44-3524 


.LittletonCoin.com 
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Thursday, February 17, 2005 America Online: EricNumis 
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Subj: stamp show et. al. 

Date: 02/17/2005 5:16:46 P.M. Central Standard Time 
From: thomas_serfass@yahoo.com 

To: ericnumis@aol.com 


Hi Eric Just wanted to follow up on a few items. David Straight emailed me the image of the green tree inn and it 
is definitely the same image as on the notes. The Stamp show id Feb. 25-27 and he said that he does not need 
anything further from us. He again thanked us for the images for the display. 

| am working on abstracts, and organizing stuff as well as programs. This is a relatively busy time of year. Let me 
know if | can do something to help you specifically. Tom 


Do You Yahoo!? 
Tired of spam? Yahoo! Mail has the best spam protection around 
http://mail.yahoo.com 


Thursday, February 17, 2005 America Online: EricNumis 
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Subj: (no subject) 
Date: 02/24/2005 1:02:17 P.M. Central Standard Time 


From: EricNumis 
To: talexander1@kc.rr.com 
Dear Tom: 


Perhaps you have already left for the St. Louis Stamp show. | presume you will 


call me up on the telephone when you arrive. 
David Straight has not contacted us since we last furnished him data and we have 


no idea what his exhibit is going to be. Eric 


Thursday, February 24, 2005 America Online: EricNumis 
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February 25-27, 2005 
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9801 Natural Bridge Rd * St Louis, MO 


RENAISSANCE. f ese 
STLOUSHOTEL (across trom the airport) 


ts Stamp Exhibition * Youth Area 
* Public Stamp Auction *Seminars 
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Subj: St. Louis show 
Date: 03/01/2005 1:46:38 P.M. Central Standard Time 
From: talexander1 @kc.rr.com 
To: ericnumis@aol.com 
Eric, 


| fear our getting together misfired through my fault. When | got back from the show, | found your email that 
arrived after my departure. On Friday, David Straight said he had not been in contact with you, from which | 
erroneously assumed you had been unable to make it. Am very sorry that we missed each other, particularly 
since we have so much to talk about. | really liked the way your St. Louis scrip was presented at the Court of 
Honor! 


David may have told you that | am working on the first volume of the incoming letters to the Third Assistant Post 
Master General. who had charge of the production of U.S. postage stamps after they were authorized in 1847. In 
an introduction to that subject, | am trying to draft a fairly comprehensive statement of the American postal reform 
that started shortly after the British reforms of 1840. 


One matter that has plagued philatelic historians is the question of who designed and printed the City Despatch 
Post's 1842 postage stamp. Prior to about 10 years or so ago, it had always been thought to be Rawdon, Wright 
& Hatch. But recently some writers have said this is impossible, citing the fact that a reprinted die proof of this 
Stamp also bears the image of the head of Vulcan. The only engraving that we know of that bears the standing 
figure of Washington [from which the head design was taken] also has a figure of Vulcan, from which that head 
was taken. This is a stock certificate, that has much of the appearance of a banknote, of the American Mining 
Company. It is said that this and another stock certificate, from the Potomac & Allegheny Coal & Iron 
Manufacturing Company, was engraved by V. Balch of New York; hence the stamp could not be by Rawdon, 
Wright. In my opinion, the problem with that conclusion is that The Engravers Line says Balch was a partner in or 
an employee of Rawdon & Balsh and Balsh, Stiles, Wright & Co. If those companies were predecessors of 
Rawdon, Wright & Hatch, it seems at least possible that the successor company acquired the die for this 
Washington image when Balsh was associated with them. If you have the key to this riddle, | would very much 
appreciate knowing of it. 





Again, please accept my apologies for the mix-up at the show. The next time | get to St. Louis, will make a definite 
appointment for a specific time and place so we can get together. 


Best, Tom 


Tuesday, March 01, 2005 America Online: EricNumis 


Subj: Philatelic history 
Date: 03/02/2005 11:05:12 A.M. Central Standard Time 


From: EricNumis 
to; talexander1@kc.rr.com 
Dear Tom: 


It is a shame we did not meet at the St. Louis convention. Neither Tom 
Serfass nor | went to the Exhibit because we were waiting to hear from Straight or 
you. That may have been a silly assumption. The last communication we had from 
Straight was about 10 days earlier that he did not need any more from us. His 
exhibit was mentioned by you as being in the Court of Honor. | assume you saw it. 
| am doing some more work on the Green Tree Inn. | was informed that Straight is 
the person who recently found the image in the 1821 St. Louis Directory 
by Paxton {ifiere TS bein a hai cans ees) out the advertisements in 
which this Green Tréetr : o be). ttgave the Green Tree tnn address 
but not the proprietorship andt willbe ‘searching that from the addresses of the 
individual names listed separately. My St. Louis Post Office scrip item with the 
identical image is dated 1817 and a different proprietor operated the Green Tree 
Inn then. 
As to the image of Vulcan | remember that he is on several bank notes and if you 
find that information necessary | will direct you to people who may help find those 
as each note would have the engraver's name on it. Gene Hessler may have the 
answer. 
| look forward to our eventual meeting whenever or wherever. 

Eric 





Wednesday, March 02, 2005 America Online: EricNumis 
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Subj: St. Louis Post Office identification tokens 


Date: 03/14/2005 12:40:22 P.M. Central Standard Time 
From: EricNumis 

To: talexander1@kc.rr.com 

Dear Tom: 


In connection with your study of Missouri Postal history it occurred top me that you might not 
be aware of the identification tokens used by the St. Louis Post Office to 

allow organizations to pick up mail. Apparently major users of the mail had a post 

office compartment or shelf in which their mail was accumulated and someone was sent to the 
Post Office to pick it up as there was no delivery. In order for the Post Office to know 

they were giving it to the right person that person had to show an identification token. 

There are two types of tokens | know about. One is in copper which had "St. Louis Post 
Office" as part of the coined design on one side and the engraved name of the organization on 
the other. Another is a pot metal token designed by Kershaw. In this way 

different representatives could come to the Post Office for pick up and show the organization's 


identification token. 
A list of these is written up somewhere but | do not remember at this time. Maybe you know all 


about this already. My best. Eric 


Monday, March 14, 2005 America Online: EricNumis 
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Subj: Re: St. Louis Post Office identification tokens 
Date: 03/17/2005 8:10:30 P.M. Central Standard Time 
From: talexander1 @kc.rr.com 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Eric, 


This is an astonishing bit of information. I have searched by philatelic library and can find no reference to these tokens, but will inquire of 
some of the specialists in the postal history of large cities to see if anyone has found these from other sites. Do you have any idea of what 
dates are involved? They must be fairly early, since their use would become redundant as each city acquired a carrier system fir street 
address deliveries. When you recall where they were written up, I would certainly like a photocopy of the article. If I discover similar token 
from other cities, will let you know immediately. 


Best, Tom 


----- Original Message ----- 

From: EricNumis@aol.com 

To: talexander1@kc.rr.com 

Sent: Monday, March 14, 2005 12:40 PM 
Subject: St. Louis Post Office identification tokens 


Dear Tom: 

In connection with your study of Missouri Postal history it occurred top me that you might not 
be aware of the identification tokens used by the St. Louis Post Office to 

allow organizations to pick up mail. Apparently major users of the mail had a post 

office compartment or shelf in which their mail was accumulated and someone was sent to 
the Post Office to pick it up as there was no delivery. In order for the Post Office to know 
they were giving it to the right person that person had to show an identification token. 

There are two types of tokens | Know about. One is in copper which had "St. Louis Post 
Office" as part of the coined design on one side and the engraved name of the organization 
on the other. Another is a pot metal token designed by Kershaw. In this way 

different representatives could come-to the Post Office for pick up and-show the 
organization's identification token. 

A list of these is written up somewhere but | do not remember at this time. Maybe you know 
all about this already. My best. Eric 


Friday, March 18, 2005 America Online: EricNumis 
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Subj: St. Louis Post Office tokens 

Date: 03/21/2005 3:41:28 P.M. Central Standard Time 
From: EricNumis 

To: talexander1@kc.rr.com 

Dear Tom: 


| finally found in my library the most detailed write up | know of the above. STANDARD 
CATALOG OF UNITED STATES TOKENS 1700 - 1900 by Russell Rulau (1997). This is 
readily available in numismatic libraries or dealers. | cannot make a photocopy of the page 
without wrecking the book. 

It has some illustrations and a small write up. Somewhere | have the dates of the people 
whose names are on the tokens and they seem to be doing business in the 1840s and 1850s. 
| obtained this from St. Louis directories. 

| may have about 5 in my collection of them at the bank vault. 

Let me know if you find something new on them. Eric 

Aes) co) 


5 2 * 
eae ve 


Monday, March 21, 2005 America Online: EricNumis 
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Subj: Aaron T. Crane 

Date: 04/03/2005 4:05:48 P.M. Central Daylight Time 
From: EricNumis 

To: talexander1 @kc.rr.com 

Dear Tom: 


This might shock you. 

My wife and | were preparing an exhibit for our new museum. In one of the boxes for a 
Missouri bank note exhibit | came across a small bank deposit and withdrawal book of Aaron 
T. Crane. Its written title reads: A. T. Crane In Acct with the Missouri Exchange Bank. Its first 
entry is June 1,1819 and ends with Oct. 14, 1819. There are about 125 entries with occasional 
names. This was a private bank belonging to Mr. Wm. O'Hara and it issued currency. This 
was during Crane's position as postmaster of St. Louis. 

| thought you would be interested in knowing about it. | wish it said something specific about 
the post office but | assume that the amounts passing through would somewhat indicate the 
amount of business he was doing as postmaster since there are many cash entries. 

My best. Eric 


Sunday, April 03, 2005 America Online: EricNumis 





Subj: St. Louis Post Office Scrip 


Date: 04/05/2005 4:00:57 P.M. Central Daylight Time 
From: dis@wustl.edu 
To: Ericnumis@aol.Com 

Eric — 


Sorry that things got too busy to call last week and set up a time to meet. | am leaving for Washington D.C. in the morning and will 
call you next week when | get back. 


| have an appointment Monday morning with Meg Ausman, the US Postal Service Historian, and will ask her about the St. Louis 
Postmaster’s scrip. 


Over the weekend, | learned that the New Orleans Postmaster issued scrip in 1861 — | have copied three articles for you in the 
subject. 


Cheers, 


David 


Tuesday, April 05, 2005 America Online: EricNumis 
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Subj: Green Tree Tavern Charette 

Date: 04/11/2005 9:48:35 P.M. Central Daylight Time 
From: fhodes@msn.com 

To: ericnumis@aol.com 


Eric Newman, 


Thank you for the copy of the 1817 twenty-five cent post office note. The wheeled item in front of the building 
may very well be a charette - Ekberg would be a good judge of that. I wonder who printed the note for 
Simpson. The printer had to have someone prepare the design - St. Louis did have such talent (Francois 
Guyol). What I would fear is that the printer used a generic drawing for the art work instead of having an 
actual likeness. The presence of a charette in front of the building would indicate it is local and actually a 
likeness of the Green Tree Tavern. Ask Ekberg if he thinks the scene is a true drawing of the tavern. 


The address I have for Carl J. Ekberg is: 

Carl J. Ekberg 

Spruce Lawn, Rt 3, Box 693 

Shepherdstown, WV 25443 
Now that he has retired, he has apparently left the Missouri area. 
Thank you again for the picture, note, and kind words about my book. 


Fred Hodes 


Tuesday, April 12, 2005 America Online: EricNumis 





ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


Mr. Carl Eckberg April 14, 2005 
Spruce Lawn Rte. 3 

Box 693 

Shepherdstown, WV 25443 


Dear Mr. Eckberg: 


In our numismatic collection is a piece of scrip for 25 cents dated April 1, 1817 
issued by the postmaster of St. Louis, Robert Simpson. It has never been publicized and I 
have had it for many decades. In trying to help with some postal history research for 
others I called it to their attention and asked about the vignette and after others researched 
it I was told that the vignette was exactly the same as illustrated in an advertisement of 
the Green Tree Inn in Paxton’s 1821 St. Louis directory asserting that it had hostlers to 
take care of the guests’ horses. I then studied the picture to see what it was and saw in 
the front of the building a spoked wheel on the left and a dog and doghouse on the right. 

An image of the scrip note is enclosed. 

I then checked Frederick A. Hodes recently published BEYOND THE 
FRONTIER; A HISTORY OF ST. LOUIS TO 1821 and on page 235 I find a picture of a 
charette owned by you. Was the wheel in a front of the inn a charette? Where is your 
charette? Mr. Hode was kind enough to give me your address. 

I would appreciate if you might give me whatever detail you can on the matter. I 
hope you can be of help. 

I knew there was a bluff on the Missouri River near Washington, Missouri and 
known as Fort Charette even though there was no such fort. 


My email is ERICNUMIS@AOL.COM 
My telephone is 314 727 0850 

My Fax is 314 727 0820 

My address is on the letterhead. 


I appreciate your historical writings and extensive research. 


Sincerely, 
ge ie ee 


Eric P. Newman 





6450 CECIL AVENUE. ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 63105. =~» ~ERICNUMIS@AOL.COM. 


FROM : MONEY MUSEUM FAX NO. : 3149355734 Apr. 14 2805 @3:07PM Pl 


Mr. Carl Eckberg April 14, 2005 
Spruce Lawn Rte. 3 | 

Box 693 

Shepherdstown, WV 25443 


Dear Mr. Eckberg: 


In our numismatic collection is a piece of scrip for 25 cents dated April 1, 1817 
issued by the postmaster of St. Louis, Robert Simpson. It has never been publicized and | 
have had it for many decades. In trying to help with some postal history research for 
others I called it to their attention and asked about the vignette and after others researched 
it I was told that the vignette was exactly the same as illustrated in an advertisement of 
the Green Tree Inn in Paxton’s 1821 St. Louis directory asserting that it had hostlers to 
take care of the guests’ horses. I then studied the picture to see what it was and saw in 
the front of the building a spoked wheel on the left and a dog and doghouse on the nght. 

An image of the scrip note is enclosed. 

I then checked Frederick A. Hades recently published BEYOND THE 
FRONTIER: A HISTORY OF ST. LOUIS TO 1821 and on page 235 I find a picture of a 
charette owned by you. Was the wheel in a front of the inn a charette? Where is your 
charette? Mr. Hode was kind enough to give me your address. 

I would appreciate if you might give me whatever detail you can on the matter. | 
hope you can be of help. 

I knew there was a bluff on the Missori River near Washington, Missoun and 
known as Fort Charette even though there was no such fort. 


My email is ERICNUMIS@AOL.COM 
My telephone is 314 727 0850 
My Fax is 314 727 0820 
My address is on the letterhead. 
I appreciate your historical writings and extensive research. 


Sincerely, 


Eric P. Newman 


Subj: charette 


Date: 04/28/2005 5:08:09 A.M. Central Daylight Time 
From: cekberg@shentel.net 
10: ericnumis@aol.com 


Mr. Newman: 


That is undoubtedly a charette in your beautiful illustration from 1817. | do not own a charette! | took the photo that Mr. Hodes 
reproduced right there in St. Louis in the NPS museum under the arch. The photo was first printed in my book, Colonial Ste. 
Genevieve: An Adventure on the Mississippi Frontier. Don't know if the charette is still on display in that museum, but it would be 
worth having a look. To the best of my knowledge, few if any four-wheeled wagons were used in St. Louis during the colonial 
era; the charette was the basic freight vehicle. Notice, by the way, that a portion of the second wheel on the charette in your 
illustration may be seen. Whoever did the illustration took some effort to convey a sense of depth, notice the perspective in the 
dwelling house and the dog house, as well as the superimposition of the wheel on the charette. 








Cordially, Carl J. Ekberg 


Friday, April 29, 2005 America Online: EricNumis 


Subj: charette 


Date: 04/28/2005 5:08:09 A.M. Central Daylight Time 
From: cekberg@shentel.net 
To: ericnumis@aol.com 

Mr. Newman: 


That is undoubtedly a charette in your beautiful illustration from 1817. | do not own a charette! | took the photo that Mr. Hodes 
reproduced right there in St. Louis in the NPS museum under the arch. The photo was first printed in my book, Colonial Ste. 
Genevieve: An Adventure on the Mississippi Frontier. Don't know if the charette is still on display in that museum, but it would be 
worth having a look. To the best of my knowledge, few if any four-wheeled wagons were used in St. Louis during the colonial 
era; the charette was the basic freight vehicle. Notice, by the way, that a portion of the second wheel on the charette in your 
illustration may be seen. Whoever did the illustration took some effort to convey a sense of depth, notice the perspective in the 
dwelling house and the dog house, as well as the superimposition of the wheel on the charette. 








Cordially, Carl J. Ekberg 


Friday, April 29, 2005 America Online: EricNumis 
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Subj: Re: charette 

Date: 04/30/2005 7:25:09 P.M. Central Daylight Time 
From: EricNumis 

To: cekberg@shentel.net 


Dear Mr. Ekberg: 

| am very appreciative of your response and information relative to the charette. | promptly 
telephoned the historian at the Gateway Arch at the National Park Service and was advised 
that: 

1. Your illustrated cart was still on exhibit. 

2. That they obtained it from the Smithsonian and that it was obtained by them from Mexico or 
Southwest United States. 

3. That is of Spanish -American origin and is actually called a caretta because it is Spanish 
type of cart having solid wheels (not spokes) which have merely some cut outs to reduce 
weight, 


He will send me photocopies of his file including measurements. | will check his data 
against as to his oral comments. 


Do you know of any other image of a charette in America? 

Your observance of the three dimensional portion of my image was most important. 
| will be glad to send you anything | receive on the subject if you are interested. 

| am also writing you another message on another matter. 

Thank you again for your help. 


Sincerely Eric P. Newman 


Saturday, April 30, 2005 America Online: EricNumis 
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Subj: Ferdinand Rozier 

Date: 04/30/2005 7:50:44 P.M. Central Daylight Time 
From: EricNumis 

TO: cekberg@shentel.net 


Dear Mr. Ekberg: 
In the course of serendipity | ran across an unusual entry in Billon copied from the Missouri 


Gazette stating that John Audubon on April 6, 1811 dissolved his partnership with Ferdinand 


Rozier. 
| Knew that Audubon was selling merchandise from an Ohio River location which was not 


successful. 

Did Audubon and his partner ever do or try to do business in Ste. Genevieve or St .Louis or 
nearby? Apparently Audubon's father had friends by the name of Rozier in the East. Are they 
related to the Rozier family of Ste. Genevieve? | am getting a copy of your book to see what 
you may have written, | am a devotee of Audubon and am intrigued as to what he might have 
done in this area. 

Thank you for any thoughts you might give me on the subject. 

Sincerely, Eric P. Newman 


Saturday, April 30, 2005 America Online: EricNumis 
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Subj: Re: 1781 

Date: 05/01/2005 4:53:35 P.M. Central Daylight Time 
From: FricNumis 

Subj: Re: Ferdinand Rozier 

Date: 05/02/2005 6:14:58 A.M. Central Daylight Time 
From: cekberg@shentel.net 

Tt? EricNumis@aol.com 

Mr. Newman: 


| forwarded this message to Jim Baker, superintendant of the Félix Vallé State Historic House in Ste. Genevieve. He would 
be most likely to answer your question. 


Carl Ekberg 


----- Original Message ----- 

From: EricNumis@aol.com 

To: cekberg@shentel.net 

Sent: Saturday, April 30, 2005 8:50 PM 
Subject: Ferdinand Rozier 


Dear Mr. Ekberg: 

In the course of serendipity | ran across an unusual entry in Billon copied from the Missouri 
Gazette stating that John Audubon on April 6, 1811 dissolved his partnership with Ferdinand 
Rozier. 

| knew that Audubon was selling merchandise from an Ohio River location which was not 
successful. 

Did Audubon and his partner ever do or try to do business in Ste. Genevieve or St .Louis or 
nearby? Apparently Audubon's father had friends by the name of Rozier in the East. Are they 
related to the Rozier family of Ste. Genevieve? | am getting a copy of your book to see what 
you may have written, | am a devotee of Audubon and am intrigued as to what he might 
have done in this area. 

Thank you for any thoughts you might give me on the subject. 

Sincerely, Eric P. Newman 


Mondav. Mav 02. 2005 America Online: EricNumis 
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Subj: Re: charette 


Date: 05/02/2005 6:49:50 A.M. Central Daylight Time 
From: cekberg@shentel.net 

To: EricNumis@aol.com 

Mr. Newman: 


| believe that it's accurate to say that the defining quality of a charrette (as with the English cart) is the attribute of having one 
axle and two wheels. My guess is that in early Missouri some of these wheels had spokes and some were solid. | believe that 
I've seen a charrette with spoked wheels somewhere in Quebec, but | can't remember where. I'll keep thinking about it. There 
is a famous French-Canadian novel entitled La Charrette, and | think that perhaps the paperback edition has a charrette on the 
cover. Best of all, there is a great painting by Louis Le Nain (1593-1648) entitled "La Charrette," which may be available on the 
internet. If you can't find it, | can send you a slide. The charrette in Le Nain's painting has spoked wheels. 





Cordially, Carl Ekberg 


----- Original Message ----- 

From: EricNumis@aol.com 

To: cekberg@shentel.net 

Sent: Saturday, April 30, 2005 8:25 PM 
Subject: Re: charette 


Dear Mr. Ekberg: 
| am very appreciative of your response and information relative to the charette.. promptly 
telephoned the historian at the Gateway Arch at the National Park Service and-was advised 


that: 
1. Your illustrated cart was still on exhibit. 
2. That they obtained it from the Smithsonian and that it was obtained by them from Mexico 


or Southwest United States. 
3. That is of Spanish -American origin and is actually called a caretta because it is Spanish 
type of cart having solid wheels (not spokes) which have merely some cut outs to reduce 


weight, 


He will send me photocopies of his file including measurements. | will check his data 
against as to his oral comments. 


Do you know of any other image of a charette in America? 

Your observance of the three dimensional portion of my image was-most important. 
| will be glad to send you anything | receive on the subject if you are interested. 

| am also writing you another pastage on-another matter. 

Thank you again for your help. 


Monday, May 02, 2005 America Online: EricNumis 
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Subj: Re: Ferdinand Rozier 


Date: 05/02/2005 7:17:31 A.M. Central Daylight Time 
From: cekberg@shentel.net 

TO EricNumis@aol.com 

Mr. Newman: 


Louis Le Nain's "La Charrette" is available on the Louvre's official website. 


Carl Ekberg 


----- Original Message ----- 

From: EricNumis@aol.com 

To: cekberg@shentel.net 

Sent: Saturday, April 30, 2005 8:50 PM 
Subject: Ferdinand Rozier 


Dear Mr. Ekberg: 

In the course of serendipity | ran across an unusual entry in Billon copied from the Missouri 
Gazette stating that John Audubon on April 6, 1811 dissolved his partnership with Ferdinand 
Rozier. 

| Knew that Audubon was selling merchandise from an Ohio River location which was not 
successful. 

Did Audubon and his partner ever do or try to do business in Ste. Genevieve or St .Louis or 
nearby? Apparently Audubon's father had friends by the name of Rozier in the East. Are they 
related to the Rozier family of Ste. Genevieve? | am getting a copy of your book to see what 
you may have written, | am a devotee of Audubon and am intrigued as to what he might 
have done in this area. 

Thank you for any thoughts you might give me on the subject. 

Sincerely, Eric P. Newman 


Monday, May 02, 2005 America Online: EricNumis 


Subj: cekberg@shentel.net has a new email address 


Date: 11/03/2005 1:59:47 A.M. Central Standard Time 
From: cekberg@verizon.net 
To: ericnumis@aol.com 





Hello, 
cekberg@shentel.net I have just switched my email address from cekberg@shentel.net to 
has a new e-mail address cekberg@verizon.net. 


Please use this new address for all future emails and instant messages. 


Experience a faster, more useful Internet from Verizon Yahoo!: 
http://verizon.yahoo.com 


To keep in touch with instant messaging, you can download the latest version of 
Yahoo Messenger for free at: http://messenger.yahoo.com 


Thanks, 
cekberg@verizon.net 


Note: This message was sent by TrueSwitch at the request of cekberg@verizon.net 
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Newman. Numismatic Education Society 
6450 Cecil Avenue | 

Saint Louis, Missouri 63105 

Ericnumis @ AOL.com 
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Postal Facilities and Postmarks 


District of Louisiana, the Territory of Louisiana 


and the Territory of Missouri. 


1804 - 1821 
By C. Corwith Wagner 


The formal transfer of Louisiana to the United States took place on Decem- 
ber 20th, 1803, at New Orleans; and thereafter arrangements were made by the 
Spanish and French authorities whereby Capt. Amos Stoddard was empowered 
to receive Upper Louisiana from Spain, on behalf of France, prior to his taking 
possession of the territory as the agent of the United States. Stoddard arrived 
in St. Louis February 24, 1804, and on the 25th made formal demand, as the 
agent of France, for delivery of the province. Formal delivery was made on 
March 9, 1804, and on the next day, March 10th, Stoddard proclaimed the estab- 
lishment of the authority of the United States in Upper Louisiana. An Act of 
Congress establishing a Government in Louisiana was approved March 26, 1804; 
however, Stoddard continued to act as Civil Commandant until October 1, 1804, 
and the Spanish Laws continued in force until that date, at which time Governor 
William Henry Harrison took charge. 

The area comprising Upper Louisiana passed through three stages of terri- 
torial government—first, as the District of Louisiana, which was further divided 
into five sub-districts denominated respectively as: St. Louis, St. Charles, St. 
Genevieve, Cape Girardeau and New Madrid—from October 1, 1804 to July 4, 
1805: second, as the Territory of Louisiana July 4, 1805 (the first day the Terri- 
tory was officially in existence)! to October 1, 1812: and finally as the Territory 
of Missouri, from October 1, 1812 to August 10, 1821. It is therefore to be kept 
in mind that postal markings used prior to July 4, 1805, are District of Louisi- 
ana markings; those used between July 4, 1805 and October 1, 1812 are Terri- 
tory of Louisiana markings; and those struck or applied from October 1, 1812 
to August 9, 1821 inclusive are Territory of Missouri markings. 

Theoretically, at least, the postal history of what at first was commonly 
called Upper Louisiana, and later Missouri Territory, dates from Oct. 1, 1804, 
but a very careful check of the manuscript files of the Missouri Historical So- 
ciety, covering the period 1794-1804 inclusive, fails to disclose any evidence of 
the existence of any official or organized postal facilities in operation under 
either the French or Spanish regime during that period. Letters from the west 
side of the Mississippi River and addressed to the eastern seaboard were usually 
placed in the United States mail at Kaskaskia or Cahokia, (then in Indiana 
Territory) or at Lexington, Kentucky, and bear the postal markings of those 
post offices. 

Under the Act of March 26, 1804, that part of the Louisiana Purchase north 
of latitude 33° was.named Louisiana District and attached to Indiana Territory 
for administrative purposes, but was NOT incorporated in it. The District was 
given a territorial government of its own by the Act approved March 3, 1805, 
which became effective July 4, 1805. 

Officially, the actual postal history of the Upper Louisiana country stems 
from the appointment of Rufus Faston as Postmaster at St. Louis on October 3. 


1Territorial Papers of the U. S. Carter Vol. XIII-XIV-XV Page 149 foot note 69. 
Copyright 1954 by C. Corwith Wagner. 
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with a weekly mail’’®. Bradbury, in his ‘‘Travels’’ states that in 1809 the 
‘‘post’’ of St. Louis was dispatched a distance of more than 300 miles, from 


~ Louisville, Ky., through a wilderness, and that from various causes it was often 


delayed for several weeks. 

Rufus Easton served as postmaster at St. Louis until he was elected Terri- 
torial Delegate to Congress in 1814, when he resigned. All St. Louis postmarks 
during Easton’s administration, which have been recorded, are in manuscript 
only. The earliest District of Louisiana example is on a letter dated ‘‘ Upper 
Louisiana Territory April 18, 1805’’ and is postmarked ‘‘St. Louis 21, April’’. 
The earliest Territory of Louisiana is July 28, 1805, and the latest is February 
21, 1811. Only one example of Easton’s ‘‘frank’’ as postmaster is known to 
the writer. It is on a letter dated February 4, 1814, and is illustrated herewith 


(Figure 1). : 


Figure 1. 


When Rufus Easton resigned as postmaster at St. Louis to take his seat as 
Territorial Delegate to Congress from the Territory of Missouri, he was suc- 
ceeded as postmaster by Doctor Robert Simpson, who on June 27, 1811, had 
married Mrs. Rufus Easton’s sister, Miss Brecia Smith. Dr. Simpson came to 
St. Louis in 1809 as Assistant Surgeon of the United States Army. In 1810 he 
accompanied the troops that established Fort Madison, where he remained a year 
and then returned to St. Louis. In 1812 he opened a Drug Store under the 
name of Simpson & Quarles, on the west side of Main street between Elm and 
Myrtle, in which store he maintained the Post Office. He served as postmaster 
until September 11, 1818, when he resigned. Dr. Simpson was the first to use 
a hand stamp “‘ST LOUIS”’ with the date beneath it, as a postmark (Figure 2). 
The earliest example of this postmark that the writer has recorded is on a letter 


® Territorial papers of the U. S., page 164. 
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1 FROM: MONEY MUSEUM FAX NO. : 3145165903 Feb. 25 2005 64:58PM 


GREEN TREE INN 


ST. LOUIS (picture of building) MISSOURI 


The subscribers respectfully inform their friends 

and the public generally, that they have commenced 
Business in Co Partnership as INNKEEPERS 

in the above named very convenient and commodious 


OLD ESTABLISHED HOUSE 


Situated at No. 8.5 South Church Street about two squares 
below the Roman Catholic Church where 


TRAVELLERS & OTHERS 


Will find it much to their interest to call and may 

rest assured of meeting with the best accommodations 
for themselves and horses at the lowest prices at 
which can be afforded in St. Louis. They 

pledge themselves that their table shall always be 
furnished with the 


BEST PROVISIONS THAT THE COUNTRY AFFORDS 
And that their Bar will be supplied with the most 
CHOICE LIQUORS. Their stable is 

large, convenient to the Inn and will be always 

provided with plenty of good Feed and attentive Ostlers. 
Their price, per week, for Boarding and Lodging 

is Four Dollars — those who lodge themselves 

will be charged Fifty Cents less — There ts an 

entrance to their Inn between Nos. 86 and 88 south 

Main street. 
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Bank Note Origin of the 
U. 8S. Two Cent Stamp of 1863 


By Joseph G. Reinis “ 


In 1863 the United States Government issued its first two cent stamp, now familiarly 
known to collectors as the “Black Jack”. An act approved March 3, 1863 (Session III, 
Chapter 71, Section 23 of the 37th Congress) provided that “Drop letters will be charged 
two cents, to be prepaid by postage stamps”, and abolished the carrier fee. The National 
Bank Note Co. was contracted to prepare this stamp, and on July 6, 1863, the new value 
of the series of 1861 was issued bearing a likeness of Andrew Jackson. 
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$1000 eiitaieeate Note, Issue of 1861. 
Engraved by the National Bank Note Co., New York 
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Two years earlier an act of the Confederate Congress of March 8, 1861, authorized 
the first issue of Confederate currency. The $1000 denomination had as one of the 
vignettes an engraved portrait of Andrew Jackson. The original source of design for this 
vignette is attributed to the miniature painting of Jackson done in 1842 by John Wood 
Dodge (1807-1893), the immediate source being very likely an engraving after this paint- 
ing by M. I. Danforth. The note was produced for the Confederacy by the National 
Bank Note Co. before President Lincoln’s embargo on trade between the North and the 


South. 

This bank note die was later used for a $3 note of the American Bank, Baltimore, 
Md., and a $5 note of the Farmers and Merchants Bank, Elkton, Md., the earliest known 
date for each being, respectively, 1861 and 1863. It may have been used on some other 
notes also, of which we have no knowledge. 
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Enlarged Die Proof of Jackson Portrait Used on 
1861 $1000 Confederate Note 
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$3 Note of the Farmers and Merchants Bank, Elkton, Md. 
Engraved by the National Bank Note Co. 


The portraits on the notes and the stamp are seen to be very similar, and by many 
they have been considered identical. Perhaps the earliest writer to assert this identity is 
F. S. Ellis, who discussed the matter in an article in Mekeel’s Weekly Stamp News for 
July 28, 1941. Nevertheless, appreciable differences in size can generally be measured 
when comparing a stamp with a bank note, and slight variations in engraving can also be 
noted. These facts have caused some students to have doubts about the same die being 
used for both, even conceding that unequal paper shrinkage might account for size 
variations. 


Tests for Identity of Engravings 


In an attempt to resolve these differences of opinion, arrangements were made to 
photograph under as nearly identical conditions as possible a die proof of the National 
Bank Note Co.’s vignette as used on the notes and a die proof of the stamp. These were 
proofs on India paper backed by cardboard, as they are usually found. Impressions of this 
character, being of a similar sort and also generally well preserved, were chosen on the 
supposition that the paper shrinkage factor would be reduced to a minimum. By super- 
posing the two negatives, under magnification, it was seen that the engraved lines of each 
were in perfect coincidence. As a further check, measurements were made between various 
corresponding points on equally enlarged prints from the negatives, which confirmed the 
evidence afforded by the first test. Thus it can now be definitely stated that in the prepara- 
tion of the “Black Jack” stamp the National Bank Note Co. made use of the same die 
that was originally engraved for the Confederate note. There is, however, some apparent 
retouching, as was customary in adapting a die for another purpose, the most noticeable 
being the lines of shading added to the collar on the stamp. 


It may seem an odd fact of history that the engraving company should have used the 
identical portrait of Jackson for a United States stamp and a Confederate note, which were 
current at the same time and while the two Governments were at war with each other. 
However, since only 607 copies of the note were printed it is certain that very few people 
ever knew of the coincidence, and besides, General Jackson had been a popular hero in the 
North, though he was born a Southerner. 


The writer wishes to express his appreciation to Mr. Julian F. Gros for the loan of 
the die proofs used for this study, and to Dr. Julian Blanchard for the bank notes that 
are illustrated. 
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lFronmn tlhe lediitor 


Even after many books and Gateway Heritage es- 
says, most modern St. Louisans (and most modern 
Americans) remain unsure as to what the term 
“Creole” means. Does it refer to the French who 
came to live in America or to the Spanish, or 
perhaps to people of “mixed breed?” There is, 
moreover, a suspicion that the so-called Creoles 
who founded St. Louis, and other eighteenth-cen- 
tury villages in Upper Louisiana, were not really 
Creoles at all, but that Missourians have simply ap- 
propriated a name that legitimately belongs to the 
French-speaking population of New Orleans and 
the lower Mississippi. 

This confusion about the word is actually quite 
understandable. Upon investigation, the term 
Creole properly denotes different people at differ- 
ent times. The name first came into use in the six- 
teenth century, coined, in part, to distinguish the 
New-World-born people of Spanish, French, or 
Portuguese descent from recent immigrants, espe- 
cially temporary colonial officials. Over time, the 
word has evolved further. In the West Indies, any- 
one of European descent is called a Creole. In the 
Guianas people of African descent are Creoles, 
while in Mexico the term refers only to whites of 
pure Spanish extraction. French Americans also laid 
claim to the name, and the eighteenth century 
French-speaking citizens of St. Louis and Upper 
Louisiana are properly denominated Creoles. Hap- 
pily, in our lead essay, “Galleries, Gumbo, and La 
Guignolée,’ William E. Foley offers an excellent 
overview of these people’s lives and culture in an 
extract from his soon to be published book, The 
Genesis of Missouri. 

If modern Americans have a hard time deciding 
who is and who is not a Creole, most white Ameri- 
cans fare no better in distinguishing between dif- 
ferent Indian tribes. Yet if they cannot tell the dif- 
ference between a Dakota and a Sioux, they have 


On the Covers 


increasingly come to appreciate the Indian paint- 
ings of George Catlin and Karl Bodmer, and so have 
historians. The paintings of these artists are among 
the best sources of information about Indian culture 
before its general contact with white society, and in 
the case of the Mandans, before its extinction. In 
“The Artist as Historian,’ Kenneth C. Kaufman 
takes us on Catlin’s and Bodmer’s travels into In- 
dian country and shows us the people they found. 

Nearly as extinct as the Mandan Indians is the 
once powerful American socialist movement. In the 
election of 1912 the Socialist party fielded its first 
presidential ticket. Headed by Eugene Debs, it 
garnered over six percent of the vote in a contest 
featuring Woodrow Wilson, Theodore Roosevelt, 
and William Howard Taft. The reason for 
*socialism’s decline in America is highly complex, 
but it stems, at least in part, from the campaign 
against all things less than ““one hundred percent 
American” that began in World War I. During the 
war, a nationwide hysteria emerged against German 
culture. Teachers were not allowed to teach the 
German language, and Beethoven’s music was for- 
bidden at concerts. (In St. Louis, Berlin Avenue was 
renamed Pershing Avenue after the American gen- 
eral.) As time passed, the assault on German culture 
was broadened to include anyone who doubted the 
blessings of American life, “properly understood. ” 
One of the first manifestations of this harsh climate 
was the passage of the generally worded Espionage 
and Sedition Acts, which fell full force upon those 
considered politically unorthodox and with which 
the government sent scores of radicals off to jail, 
often on flimsy pretext. In “The Children’s Crusade 
of 1922,”’ Marla Hanley recounts St. Louisan Kate 
O’Hare’s formation of a group of political prisoners’ 
wives and children to travel to Washington to plead 
with President Warren G. Harding for the release of 
these men. 
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Front Cover—his study of a cart and driver illustrates a typical sight in St. Louis in 1818, one that 
persisted from the Creole era. The watercolor was done by Anna Maria von Phul. From 


the Missiouri Historical Society Art Collection. 


Back cover—‘“Mandan Shrine” by Karl Bodmer. This print from Maximilian’s Voyages dans L'Intérieur de 
L’Amerique shows a supplicant at the shrine of the Lord of Life and the Old Woman 


Who Never Dies. Missouri Historical Society Library. 
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Dear Seaiieiees : 


Diet 2 Colognian Volts bet Orato Halt ale eet oe We appreciate 
receiving the post cards illustrating. the ox cart seceted ac. 7c 
Museum of Westward Expansion. (Goodness, .-i° can ailmest feel the 
manifest destiny pulling me from here in Washington.) 


You had asked about certain*alpha-numeric notations appearing 
on the carts. previously sand: © found not reterence to them” two ae 
records for 3ccessi0ne9e99 Of Tesi. n st sent. youwatst thougilewere 
the most. important documents 1ns thecmicrofzim file. ~The -originas 
accession: documentation materials are still in the custody of-the 
Smithsonian Archives where they were microfilmed about 20 years 
ago. Theo... Natural whrstory, Reqretrar es Uli tee wars. ne 
Original records back so." do .not- know what the future. focal 2on Ger 
the textual documents will be. 





i-ao- not Rnow what the numbers 1201-117 5-mean.,.. i-do Devore. 


what the tags for shipment to Los Angelés mean. ~Atvone point “the 
Cart was considered for shipment. elsewhere than it fanally ended 
up being sent to. Tepelieve the “nstrrprione rel ating (oO... ] 


Cunningham related to the Siamese cart that was stored adjacent to 
the teicarctuduring the firstrialt of the 20th, Century mere at. ee 
Smithsonian. 


From a construction standpoint the cart wheels were made from 
Severai parte Carved irom cottonwood tree Ttrunks, Tnerciore ney 
would have hadsto have been joined. together to make up a. whole 
wheel... be thet what you “are referring tG@ when Vou ask-anout tie 
metal mlates’soining.the wheels?) Iam about a. certain as 2 can be 
tnat ithe om cart you have: at the museum 1s the one ~ehal i Vanes 
Stevenson collected... I can assure. you that it does not.appear from 
the accession record that the Smithsonian ever collected. another 


Such ‘Carts’ Thelex cart was a nuleance from the. bequnmning of 204 
AcdUasatdon lang oe far -asod “can tell wae ots exhibited oar 
SoPtneonten ke arias the dimensions of the cartvare concerned, 
Pemenoer. -1t wasiimade of. “softwood, *stored “im sheds. here “in 


Washington from’ 1280" to 1940's, and these conditions may easily 
have effected its measurements. 


Sincerely five Mbsiol 


Se ae Oo SN Oe een oO ING THE NATURAL WORLD ANDYOUR PA CHRELN ED 


James Harwood 
WASHINGTON DC 20560 


Object No; Special 
Exhibit 

Catalogue No; 3624 
Accession No: 279 
Source: Smithsonian 
Institution, Washing- 
ODE a tay 


MEXICAN OX CART (CARRETA) 


All wood. Composed of 23 pieces (including back end of tongue). The 
two wheels are composed of three sections with reinforced hedges be- 
tween the center section and the outer section. Each wheel weighs 
about 200 pounds. There is a round iron bow for the attachment of 
the yoke to the handle. 
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Structure of Mexican ox cart 
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RESEARCH REPORT 
"THE CARRETA" 


Mike Capps 
Historian 
May, 1988 


THE CARRETA 


In the late 1500s, Spain began its push into what is now the southwestern 
portion of the United States. In 1590, Gaspar Gastano de Sosa, lieutenant | 
governor of Nuevo Leon in Mexico, set out with 170 men, women, and children on 
a colonizing expedition north of the Rio Grande River. He was followed (in 1598) 
by Don Juan de Onate and his entourage who established the permanent upeeriss zs 
settlement of Santa Fe. In addition to the horses, mules, and burros that 
served as mounts and pack animals for each expedition, two-wheeled carts called 
carretas were used to transport baggage. Carretas were the first wheeled 
vehicles to enter the country and were destined to play a vital role in the 


transportation history of the American West. 


The word "carreta" is a Spanish derivative of the Latin carreta, a 
diminutive of carrus for "cart". Use of the carreta in Spain may have begun 
as early as the Roman era. It is still used’ in the Galician “fregion ofthe 
country today. Like so many other things, the Spaniards introduced carretas 
into the Americas and used them extensively in their expansion into and 
settlement of new areas. Onate had 83 of the carts with him when he crossed 


the Rio Grande. 


Eventually they were found throughout the Southwest. In 1845, Lieutenant 
James W. Abert, on an exploration of the headwaters of the Arkansas River 
reported that the Spanish road along the Canadian River was strewn WLEb? ene 
broken axletrees of the carts. In his "Report on the Upper Arkansas" he 


wrote: 


"Two eccentric wheels, not exactly circular, formed by sawing 
off the ends of large logs, and rimming them with pieces of 


timber to increase their diameter. They were perforated in 


The Carreta ae 


the neighborhood of the centre, to receive an axletree of cottonwood. 
A suitable pole, and a little square box of wicker wood completed 


the 'laughable machine 


Although his opinion of them may not have been high, Abert's description 
was reasonably accurate. A typical carreta consisted of a box made of cotton- 
wood mounted on an axle of pecan or life oak. The wheels could be made of 
any durable wood but the most common type was oak. By joining the sections, 
solid wheels were fashioned and secured by pegs. Some could be as large as 
seven feet in diameter. Mexican freighters actually preferred huge wheels 
because they rode better over the rutted roads. For the axle an eight-inch 
hole was chiseled at a reasonable approximation of the center. The crate or 


box that formed the body was usually held together by pegs and chores 2 


William Heath Davis, an early Anglo-American resident of Spanish and 
Mexican California described the carts the rancheros used to haul hides and 
tallow to the trading ships at San Diego and Monterey: "The body of the 
vehicle was set on axles, having no springs, but with four wheels (the smaller 
wagons with two) sawed out of a tree four feet in diameter, and about a foot 
thick, a solid block or section, with a hole in the middle for the axle. 
Sticks were set up perpindicularly along the sides and covered with hides 


stretched across them, thus enclosing the body of the wane: 


The most distinctive characteristic of the carreta was the sound it 
made. Wooden wheels turning on ungreased wooden axles emitted a nerve 
shattering screech. William Watts Hart Davis, a U.S. attorney in New Mexico 
Territory in the 1850s wrote, "The wheels are never greased, and as they 
are driven along they make an unearthly sound - being a respectable tenor 


for a double bass horse fiddle."4 


The Carreta 2p 


To most people the carts were painfully noisy, but to the cart drivers 
the friction of axletree and linchpins made a satisfying scream that kept 
away evil spirits. It also warned drivers on narrow roads of the approach of 
other carts. In the American Southwest, the axle could be lubricated by 
feeding prickly pear leaves into the wheel Housitte.” But for the- most spart 


the screeching of the carreta became its trademark. 


The carretas served many purposes. The Spaniards and Mexicans used them 
to haul cannons to frontier presidios. In California women used them to carry 
laundry to the river. Throughout the Southwest they were used to haul timber 
and trade goods. Mexican traders traveling north over the Santa Fe Trail 
to Missouri piled their goods onto the two-wheeled carts. After the Anglo- 
American frontier engulfed the Spanish Southwest, carretas were still used to 
carry supplies and freight to mining camps and other isolated settlements. 
George Wilkins Kendall, a Texas sheepherder during the Civil War, loaded 


18,000 pounds of wool into Mexican carretas and hauled it to New Cores 


The most significant use of the carreta in the settlement of the South— 
west, Was in the supply trains that traveled from Mexico to the frontier 
missions. Every three years after 1617, the caravans brought the goods that 
were necessary for the missions’ survival. In later years carretas were 
used by the Comancheros, men who traded with the Indians of the Southwest 
and the Plains, and by the ciboleros or buffalo hunters. In 1806, the 


explorer Zebulon Montgomery Pike, found Spanish roads as far east as Radeee 


A later expansion of Spanish language people also moved northward in 
the carts. In 1851, six Mexican families moved into Colorado and established 


the first town in the territory. With the establishment of more Mexican towns 


The Carreta ‘ie 
: : 8 
in Colorado, the carreta became a common sight on the roads. 


As the Anglo-American presence in the Southwest increased, the wagon 
began to replace the carreta as the major vehicle for transporting goods. 
Nevertheless, the carts were still used by some people. Each time a carreta 
and a wagon passed one another on the road it was symbolic of the passage of 
the old and new. The carreta had been in the vanguard of the expansion into 
the new lands. It had supported the early settlements, helped them grow to 
maturity, and was once again available when the process was repeated. Its 
service in the development of the American Southwest merits it an important 


role in the western transportation story. 
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NOTES ON THE MANUFACTURE AND USE OF CARRETAS — 
IN NORTHERN SINALOA, MEXICO 


JAMES S. GRIFFITH 
Southwest Folklore Center 
University of Anzona 


ABSTRACT 


During the course of ficld work ea nomhern Sinaloa in the period 
1964-1968. the author had occasion to pu tograph traditional oxcarts in use 
and visitan oxcart maker. The data obtained on these occasions are presenicd 


INTRODUCTION 


During the period 1964-1968 I was able to spend several months traveling 
and observing in southem Sonora and northern Sinaloa. Although the main 
thrust of my field work was directed towards the manufacture and use of masks 
(Grittith 1967, 1972), a certain pan of my tme was also spent documenting 
other aspects of folk life (Griffith 1958, 1969). Visits to sugar makers, potters, 
cunoe und oxcart makers, and weavers al! resulted in actes and photographs. 
i his work was halted by an automobile accident on December 20, 1968, and 
was never really resumed. Now, some 14 years later. it seems advisable to 
make the raw data from these visits available to others in the field 
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CARRETAS IN NORTHERN SINALOA 


In the 1960s there were two main ereas in northern Sinaloa where carretas. 
or OXCurts, swere still to be seen. One was in the hilly country to the north of 
Macoro. where they were seen with some regularity. On December 17. 1968. 
i observed two men walking towards Mocoritoy accompanying a carreta which 
Was partially filled with com. Also in the same group were two women riding 
on burros. Previously. on March 3. 1967, [had visited a local pottery manutfac- 
turing center at El Valle and found two oxcarts loaded with pottery. ready to be 
taken on a selling trip through the neighboring countryside. Later in the day. I 
encountered one of these carts on the road (Figure 1). All of the carretas | saw 
in this rezion had spoked wheels. 

The area upriver trom Sinaloa de Leyva, an important colonial town, was 
likewise productive of carreta sightings. Here. however, there were carretas 
with solid as well as spoked wheels. (A similar carreta from Sinaloa ts on 
permanent display at the Arizona Heritage Center. 949 East Second Street. 
Tucson.) 


ra 
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Figure 1. Carreta loaded with pottery leaving EI Valle, Sinaloa, March 3, 
1967. This cart is typical of those in the Mocorito-El Valle region in that its 
wheels are spoked. The cargo frarnework is compietely obscured by the 
load, which is packed in corn shucks. Visible in the load are tinajas, or 
water jars, as well as canteens. E! Valle (the uppermost of three villages 
bearing the same name) is an important pottery manufacturing center in 
northern Sinaloa, and will be the subject of another paper. The two men 
will walk with the carreta along a predetermined rcute, selling their w~ -¢s 
at small settlements and ranchitos. The huaract.—s they are wearing are 
typical for northern Sinaloa. A photograph of the carreta before its 
departure appears in Griffith (1969). (Photograph by James S. Griffith) 


A VISIT TO A CARRETA MAKER 


In Sinaloa de Leyva I was told that one center for the manufacture of 
curretas Was just upriver. in the ranchito of Manpita (possibly also known as 
Maripa). I visited Maripita on Thursday. December 19. 1968, the day before 
the collision which disrupted the field work. 

Jestis Romero Romero of Maripita was in his 70» at the time of my visit. 
He made solid-wheeled carretas to order, taking about two weeks for the job 
An oxcart with a wooden axle would cost S600 pesos. (At that time the 
exchange rate was 12.5 pesos to the U.S. dollar), An tron-axled curreta would 
cost more. His tools appeared to consist of a large saw. achisel, and an axe. 
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He named several of the parts of the carreta, giving me the preferred wood 
for each part. The following description should be used with reference to the 
carreta in Figure 2, which wus made by Sr. Romero. 

The wheels (ruedas) are cross sections of alamo trunk. (A glossary of 
Spanish botanical terms appears in Table 1). The heavy, lateral frame pieces 
(limones) are of amapa. as are the crosspieces (cepos) which connect the 
limones at either end of the cart. The smaller crosspieces (teleras) which 
support the floor are also of amapa. The timon, or tongue, is of mora in the 
case of Sr. Romero's cart, although another carreta owner identified his timon 
as being of palo chino. 

Many carretas are equipped with a framework designed to contain the 
cargo. In the case of Sr. Romero's carreta, the vertical posts for this structure 
were of palo colorado. The horizontal stringers were of palo de asta, while 
small branches of batamute were woven between the vertical posts. 







Figure 2. Sr. Jesus Romero's carreta, Maripita, Sinaloa, December 19, 
1968. The wheels, which consist of sections of cottonwood trunks, are 
sheathed with nailed-on sections of old rubber tire. The construction of 
the cargo cage is clearly visible in this photograph, as are the cepos at 
the ends of the limon. The teleras can be seen in between the cepos. 
They z.e also visible in Figure 1. (Photograph by James S. Griffith) 
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Table 1. Glossary of Spanish vernacular plant names ‘orepared by 
Martha Ames Burgess, Arizona-Sonora Desert Museum). 


Spanish English Latin Source 
alamo cottonwood Populus dimorpha 
amapa Poui or trumpet- Tabebuia spp. 
tree relatives 
“amapa amarilla” Tabebuia chrysantha Gentry 1942 
“amapa colorada” Tabebuia palmeri Gentry 1942 
(more common) 
mora (may possibly Crescentia alata Pesman 1962 


be “morro,” calabash 
or gourd tree, which 
grows plentifully in 


Sinaloa) 
palo coiorado Caesalpinia platyobe Gentry 1942 
palo de asta Cordia sonorae (?) Gentry 1942 
palo chino (palo chinu) Pithocolobium Gentry 1942 
mexicanum 
batamote seep willow Baccharis glutinosa Pesman 1962 


Gentry 1942 © 


Other terms I collected from Sr. Romero were: vugo for yoke, coriundas 
tor the leather straps attaching the yoke to the oxen’s horns. and pegadoru for 
the rope which ties the yoke to the fimon. 

It is interesting to note that in standard Spanish, limon, here used for the 
heavy side bars of the carreta. is a wagon shaft, while mon, used here for the 
shaft or tongue. is a plough beam (Williams 1962). 

CONCLUSIONS 


ae 


In the late 1960s carreras were being made and used in two areas of 
northern Sinaloa. Both the areas were devoid of paved roads. The area near 
Sinaloa de Leyva is likely to have seen paving sooner than the El Valle-Mocorito 
region, situated as it is near a sizable town. As soon as large-scale zation 
comes to either region. the oxcarts will doubtless disappear, as they have in 
other areas of northwest Mexico. Inthe 1960s, however, few of my intormants 
could foresee a time when they would abandon their carretas forexpe: ‘ve cars 
or trucks. 
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Mexican Ox Cart (Carreta) 


LOCALITY 
New Mexico 





“DESCRIPTION aaa oe ) ae 
All wood, ‘Tongue is sqiore, 176" Long, ee tide; 64" tiiek, Body (basket) Ls 75" long; 
u7" wide and 19" hign. 7) ds compesged ( Gael line wank end of tonuue) of 23 piecas, 

Two wheels, 3 sections has SS ore nodes netween center section and outer seo tivily 
Weighing 209 los... enc Vo cdit ae et ide et pian 20" at center wera. axis 

is connected, Wheel rin sections aro ae 50 attached to centery by 25374" x : curved, 4 
screws, iron slates, Eivht plates in cach wheel, ‘heel axis is round, 104" long; 

7" diameter with shaped ends. x yoke is A long; 6" thick, # 7%" wide, Round iron 
bow for attachment of voke tc handle is 12" long, li" wide, a diameter. All together 
26" pieces, Tags attached to varts read- oreo UeS. Nat] Museum, Wash D, C. To 

Los Angeles Museum. Exposition Park, Les Angé@les, Calit. It seems to have been in 








DATE RECEIVE RECEIVED FROM (Nome and address) HOW ACQUIRED : 
719 76 omitheontian Inst! tution, Washinton, D. C. transfer 
PRESENT LOCATION VK 1G MOY MT DETERMINED BY DATE 
i a . A etter BL ae ities posse <P rope th 1 beprreeeenmereee eLOE eld aes Ane pe ee 
ue a ge _ Rican Catete tieege a7 30) es gages gin cs Saad i : ae ies! fe eee ee ; ee as a ae y ie ‘ 
aes exhibit there. Three of ‘these tags #36, 37, and 38, 2.) = "From. Nat'l Capita. 
‘ Parks, 15th and C Streets xxxbiexky SW, Washington, D. ©. To + Julian: C. Spott: 
Superintendent, Jefferson National Expansion | Memorial, 15 Market Street, St. Loui: 
Sissouri." 
3) - Three tays aes - "Carreta" or "Ox Cart" No, 180,181 Ace 9899 
Cat. Noe 47326 in “Yole 10 Bureau of Ethnology pos tected oy ares Steveness 
Frank G, Galbraith pieces. See card on, 
os no ? Condition: good but ox bowl and ox pins are missing» i iron bar = 85" lony, 2 
and 2" thick with six Te screw holes yf attached » 2 nails a handle. 
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2510 GRAND BLVD., APT. 903 


KANSAS CITy, MO 64108 


(816) 842-0744 


6 January 2005 


Eric P. Newman 

Eric P. Newman Numismatic Education Society 
6450 Cecil Avenue 

St. Louis, MO 63105 


Eric, 

The holidays overwhelmed my intention to send you some of my after statehood St. Louis pages. Once I got 
to it, discovered that quite a bit of this material is scattered among several different collections and that 
many covers have not yet been written up properly. In any event, here is what I have found, including a 
couple of territorial items that I failed to send you the first time around, including an early copy of the 


Missouri Gazette. 


I hope Jim Lee followed through in sending you the issues of the Essay/Proof Journal that you are missing. 
If not, let me know and I will try a different source. 


Hope you have a very happy new year. 


Best personal regards, 


77 —— 


Encl. 
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Lerms of Subscription for the 
MISSOURI GAZETTE. 


Three Dollars paid in advance. 


Advertisements not exceeding a 
square, will be inserted one week for 
one dollar, and Fifty cents for every 


continuance, these of a gruater length 


‘ii 
reneged. AD PEOPOTLON. : 
Advertisements sent to this Office, 


without specifying the time they are 
to be inserted, will be continued until 
forbid, and charged accordingly. . 
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LONDON, April 22. 
Upon the subject of Sir John 
Duckworth’s late cruis., we have 
been favored with the following 
extract of a letter from an officer 


b 3 


belonging to the squadron, da-* 


ed 


*Casand Bay, April 18. 


“Waving run down the Bay 
of Biscay, and called off Capes 
Ortugal and Finisterre, and Lis- 
bon, we arrived off Madeira, and 
found Sir Samuel Hood, laying 


in Funschall roads, where we re- 


mained for two days. On the 
morning of the 3d of February, 
his majesiy’s ship Comus, gave 
us intelligence of her having been 
chased two days before to the 
N. W. of Madeira, and it then 
became obvious that the destina- 
tion of the French squadron was 
the West Indies, for which we 
proceeded with all the expedition 
é& made the islands of St.Lucia and 
Martinique in twenty one days. 
Off the east end of Martinique 
we saw six sail of the line; we 


cleared for action, and formed of late entertained by many, of 


the line of battle, but, on ex- 
changing signals we found in- 
stead of enemies; it was Sir 
Alexander Cochrane, with his 
squadron, who was waiting to 
give that enemy a reception 
which we were in chase of, con- 
ceiving that he would take refuge 
in that port. Finding that his 
fleet was sufficient to cope with 
them in those seas, we passed all 
the Windward Island, and an- 
chored on the 16th of February 


fissourt Gazetle. 


Turspar, JuLyr 26, 1808. 


where it was supposed the ene- 
my had proceeded for the pur- 
pose of landing troops; but on 
our arrival there we found no 
ships. After cruising in the 
Mono Passage for seven or eight 
days, we made all dispatch for 
the coast of America, and arvi- 
ved off the Chesepeake on the 
llth March. We communicat- 
ed with the Statira frigate, and 
found that our Ambassador, Mir. 
Rose, was at Washington for 


“the last time, to determine whe- 


ther it should be peace or war. s 
we fear the BErenchified-—gov-... 


with England. We should have 
gone in, but the Yankies would 
not let us have a_ pilot, nor sup- 
ply us with water and provisions, 
which forced us to be content to 
live upon half our usual allow- 
ance ; they would not give us a 
single pint of water or a cabbage 
stock. We left the Iburydice, 
to bring us any intelligence that 
might occur as to peace or war 
with America, and quitted the 


inhospitable shores of America 


for the Western Islands, where 
we procured all we wanted, af- 
ter a long and very anxious 
cruise. The Governor of Flores 
[a Portuguese,] came off to us, 
but not being able to give us 
‘any information, 
thought it most expedient to 
proceed for England, where we 
arrived this morning, after hav- 
ing been three months at sea, and 
made a complete circuit of the 
Westesn and Atlantic Ocean, a 
journey of upwards of thirteen 
thousand miles.” 

We learn by other letters, 
that our squadron remained se- 
veral days off the Chesepeake, 
and that the treatment it ex- 
perienced was such as by no 
means to encourage the hopes 


an amicably termination of our 
present negotiation with the Uni- 
ted States. It is certain, that 
no article whatever of supply 
could be obtained by our admi- 
ral from the inhospitable and 
hostile Amerians; and it follows 
of course, that the reparation of:- 
fered by our government for the 
affair of the Chesepeake frigate 
was made in vain ; although that 
circumstance alone, since so am- 
ply atoned for, was assigned by 


in Bassaterre Roads, St. Kitts, the President’s proclamation as 
where we remained only 18 the motive for prohibiting all in- 


hours, just long enough to take tercourse between the inhabi- 
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gues so hostile a determination in 


ihe government of the United 


States, that the general opinion —__ 


expressed by the officers of our 
squadron, “that a war with A- 
merica is inevitable,” cannot be 
considered as founded upon weak 
or trivial, grounds. We should 
have expected that Mr. Rose’s 
mission would at least have pro- 
cured for our squadron the rights 
of hospitality, if it did not effect 
a complete re-gstablishment of 
the former good understanding 
between the two countries; but 
ernment of the United States 
has so far resigned itself to the 
baseful influence of the cabinet 
of the Thuilleries, that nothing 
but salutary chastisement will 
bring it to a due sense of the 
pernicious error into which its 
unnatural propensities have per- 
mitted it to be’ led. If America 
will have war with Great Britain, 
she will have herseif only to 
blame for the consequences. It 
is our sineere wish to remain at 
peace with her, and our minis- 
ters, itis well known, have adop- 
ted every expedient short of 
comprising the honor, the digni- 
ty.of the nation to avoid the ex- 
wemity..of warfare: but we are 
certainly not prepared to lay the 
honor and essential interests of 
the empire at the fect of any 
junto upon earth. The bluster- 
ing American demagogues may 
perhaps have founded some por- 
tion of their confidence upon the 
support of a certain party in this 
country; some of them, as we 
lately took occasion to remark, 
may derive hope from the con- 
fiscation of property and the 
non-payment of debts ; they may 
conceal from themselves their 
comparative impotence, by throw- 
ing their weight into the aggre- 
gate of the enemies of G, Brit- 
ain; but a few short months ot 
war would convince these po- 
liticons of the folly of measuring 
their puny strength with the co- 
lossal power of the British em- 
pire. We do not ourselves wish 
to be understood, as stating po- 
sitively that a war with the Uni- 
ted States is become inevitable; 
the door for amicable adjustment 
still remains open, and while it 
continues so, hopes of adjustment 
may not irrationally be indulged. 
But in whatever manner the ne- 
mav terminate, we 
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7 3 Pierre Laclede Liguest founded 
. ~ the City of Saint Louis as a trading 


\ post in 1764. It was built by a party 
ee of30 men from New Orleans under 

the supervision of Auguste 

oo 3 Chouteau, Laclede’s fourteen year 





old step-son. 


Te line ee. 


lt was named Saint Louis in 
honor of King Louis XV of France 
and his patron saint. Louis [X. 
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Auguste Chouteau supervised the construction of the first build- 
ings in St. Louis as a fourteen year old, in 1764. He was the most 
prominent citizen of the city in 1805 when the upper territory of Loui- 
siana was transferred to the United States. As such, he was instru- 
mental in reconciling the French and Spanish residents to the cession 
ofthe Territory to America. 


He later was head of the western branch of the American Fur Com- 
pany and was the President of the Bank of Missouri. He signed this 
note of the Bank as President on June 3, 1817. 
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At the time of the Louisiana Purchase, the population of St. Louis was barely 1,000. As a part of the area compnsing Upper 
Louisiana it passed through three stages of territorial government: 


District of Louisiana, from 1 October 1804 to 4 July 1805 
Ternitory of Louisiana, from 4 July 1805 to 1 October 1812 
Territory of Missouri, from 1 October 1812 to 10 August 1821 


This cover was sent from the capital of Orleans Territory to Governor Wilkinson, the Territiorial Governor of Louisiana at St. 


Louis. An early example of this New Orleans townmark. 





Corte YY Lilson Club 


General James Wilkinson, Terri- 
torial Governor of Louisiana. 


James Wilkinson was born in Benedict, Maryland, in 1757. He 
enlisted in the Continental Army under Washington. Closely 
associated with Benedict Arnord and Aaron Burr, he was di- 
rectly implicated in Burr's scheme to establish a southwestern 
empire. 


He went to Kentucky shortly after the Revolution and obtained 
from the Spaniards an exclusive right to trade with New Orleans, 
which according to one writer "was the betrayal of his country." 
After reinstatement in the Army is 1791, he served under An- 
thony Wayne in the northwest and succeeded to the command 
when Wayne died in 1796. Even though the cloud of secret deal- 
ings with the Spanish still hung over him, he nevertheless was 
named Governor of Louisiana Territory immediately after its or- 
ganization. 


In 1811 he was court martialed for conspiring with Burr, but two 
years later he was prmoted to Major General. He was discharged 
after the War of 1812 and died in Mexico in 1825. Long after his 
death documents in the Spanish archives were discovered prov- 
ing that he was a Spanish secret agent while serving in the U. S. 
Army. 
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This early manuscript townmark is in the handwriting of Rufus Easton, first postmaster at St. Louis The docket- 
ing indicates it was from General James Wilkinson. Addressed to Henry Dearborn, Secretary of War and passing 
free to him under his franking privilege. 
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Letter from a father to his son in Ohio, datelined 25 August 1814. He comments on Rufus Easton being elected territorial 
delegate to Congress and on Indian attacks in the area as a part of the War of 1812: 


“I now live in Mr, Easton’s plantation ...2 1/2 milies from town...Mr Easton is elected to go to Congress and I expect will Set 
out his Journey in about four weaks and likely will be gone Until Spring...The War opperations go hard in this Country this 
Season as Well as in all other parts Where our Country is involved. 


“We have lost a Number of men this Season in the neighbourhood of Florisant...Daniel Murrey has been killed and Cut to 
pieces-James Bowles a Son of the Widow Bowles has been killed and Shockingly Cut to pieces and Some others that the Girls 
are not acquainted with. Many of our acquaintance has been Severely Wounded. Doctr Stewart for one among the wounded...” 
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Letter from 


the prior 25 cent rate. 





Courtesy Ruth Rollins Westfall 


First Cabinet Officer From West of 
the Mississippi 

Frederick Bates was 16 years older than his brother, Edward. Ed- 
ward came to St. Louis in 1814 after serving in the war. He was 
active in public life for more than 50 years. He studied law under 
Rufus Easton and served as a delegate to the first state Constitutional 
Convention, later becoming Missouri’s attomey general, 

He refused a cabinet appointment under President Fillmore, but be- 
came the first cabinet member from west of the Mississippi River by 
accepting the appointment as U. S. Attorney General in Lincoln’s 
cabinet in 1861. 


Edward Bates to his brother, Frederick, dated 18 December 1815. It refers toa local dispute in St. Louis over where 
to build the new public buildings in the city. This was an 1812 War Rate cover, being charged 37 1/2 cents, a 50% surcharge over 





Strauss portrait from drawing by Marks 


Frederick Bates 


Fe@s Robo DB. NW Ee Es et NS ee 


Fort Belle Fontaine was the first American fort west of the Mississippi River. It was built in the summer and fall of 1805 by soldiers 
under the command of Lt. Col. Jacob Kingsbury. It was part of Thomas Jefferson’s Indian factory system. Jefferson proposed that 
“government trading houses be established where Indians might buy goods at cost.” This system of government trading posts 
associated with forts was eventually destroyed by the Congressional lobbying of the great fur trading companies. The fort served 
as an Indian trading post only until 1808, when other posts, including Fort Osage, were established closer to the Indian tribes they 
served. 


The original post was near Florissant where Cold Water Creek runs into the Missouri River. In 1810 flooding forced the army to 
move the fort to higher ground on the top of Belle Mont. It was abandoned when Jefferson Barracks was completed in 1827. 


Fort Belle Fontaine never had a post office. All of its mail was handled through Saint Louis. 
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This letter is datelined 20 Apri! 1816. It entered the mail at St. Louis on 22 April. It contains a requisition for white belts for the 
8th U.S. Infantry regimemnt and is signed by the Lieutenant Colonel commanding that unit, stationed at Fort Belle Fontaine, 


The letter on the following page is from J. Whistler, the Acting Assistant Subsistence Commisary and also the father of James 
McNeill Whistler, reporting on articles still at the fort which needed to be supplemented before all the reamaining stores were 
removed, presumably to Jefferson Barracks. 
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Free frank of Rufus Easton as Missouri’s first territorial delegate to Congress. It contains a printed circular dated at Washington 
on 27 April 1816, reporting on his activities in the 13th Congress since his election to the post. The letter entered the mails at St. 
Louis on 17 May 1816 under his free frank as a Congressional delegate. 


Rufus Easton was bom on 4 May 1774 in Litchfield, Con- 
necticut. At 21 he was licensed to practice law. Partially be- 
cause of the influence of Aaron Burr he was appointed to a 
judgeship of Louisiana Territory. Accused of conspiracy with 
Burr, he cleared himself through a personal visit to President 
Jefferson and was appointed U.S. Attorney for the terntory. 
He served as postmaster in St. Louis from 1805 until 1814, 
when he was elected Terntorial Delegate to Congress. When 
Missouri became a state in 1821 he was appointed Attomey 
General and served in that position until 1826. Thereafter he 
resumed his law practice and dealt in real estate. He died in St. 
Charles on 5 July 1834. 





Courtesy Missouri Historical Society 
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This is a military dispatch from Fort Bellefontaine, rated free under the recipient’s free frank. It entered the 
mails at St. Louis on 9 September 1816, receiving that town’s straight line townmark. These type set handstamps 
resulted in minor differences in strikes. Here, the marking is more compact than those of 1815; the color is darker. 


The letter 1s from Captain Eli B. Clemson, who had been in charge of the troops that established Fort Osage in 
1808. He came to Fort Bellefontaine after Fort Osage was temporanly evacuated in 1813. 
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Partial View of St. Louis in 1816, from engraving on Bank of St. Louis 
banknote 


A view of St. Louis at the time this letetr was mailed; reported to be the earliest known view of St. Louis 
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Datelined 13 April 1817, this letter entered the mail at St. Louis on 15 Apmil. It is from Bngadier General Thomas A. 
Smith and was sent free under the recipient’s frank. 


He says “If reports from the Indian country can be believed several of the Tnbes are disposed to commence 
hostilities this spring, they are endeavoring to draw into the Confederacy all the Indians on the upper Mississippi, If 
any information should be received that will render an additional force necessary, I will communicate it by Express.” 


General Smith was the officer in charge during the building of Fort Crawford at Prairie Du Chien. He was a leading 
figure in frontier Missouri, following service at Fort Bellefontaine he resigned in 1818 to become the first receiver of public 
moneys at the Franklin Land Office, a position he held for about 10 years. He later operated a farm in Saline County which was 
called “Experiment,” indicating his lack of experience in farming. 


The recipient of this letter, Col. Robert Butler, had been breveted Lt. Col. “for gallant action durting the seige of New Orleans.” 


When this letter was written he was Adjutant General of the Division of the South, stationed at Nashville. After resigning from the 
Army, he served as Surveyor General of Public Lands in Florida. 
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Thomas Rector writes the Cashier of the Bank of Hagerstown MD, returning a bank note of the East Hagerstown Bank: 


“The enclosed note on Hagerstown will not pass here; their reasons are the bank is not good. You will therefore oblige me 


by sending some other note of the same amount....Let me hear at any rate be it good or not.” 
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Letter from Charles B. Penrose to his cousin, Thomas Biddle, seeking advice about a New York lawsuit in an estate, in which 
Alexander Hamilton and Aaron Burr had been, successively, attorneys for the defendant. Penrose, who later became a prominent 
Pennsylvania lawyer, was 20 years old when the letter was written. Biddle was eight years his senior. 


The coincidences about the people involved illustrate the slaughter of important people in the early years of the republic caused 
by dueling. Hamilton was killed by Burr in a New Jersey duel. Biddle was an officer in the War of 1812 and a brother of the 
Philadelphia banker Nicholas Biddle. He met his death in 1831 at the hands of Spencer Pettis (for whom Pettis County, Missouri 
was named) in a duel. In consequence of Major Biddle's defective eyesight, the distrance was made five feet and both men were 
mortally wounded at the first fire. 
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Addressed to Frederick Rapp at Harmonie, Indiana, this cover is dated November 20, 1818. It bears the St. Louis straight line 
townmark. 


Harmonie was established in 1814 by George Rapp, the father of the addressee. This Christian communist community, originally 
consisting of about 600 members, was based on a belief in the imminent second coming of Christ. Father Rapp managed the 


spiritual life of the community, while his son Frederick managed its business and secular life. 


After waiting in Pennsylvania and Indiana until 1905, there were only two members left, the result of Father Rapp's imposition of 
a rule of celibacy on the community. 


The letter concerns a shipment of goods from St. Louis to Harmonie by steamboat up the Ohio River. 
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A beautifully struck example of the St. Louis italic straight line townmark, dated March 16, 1819. The letter is from Alexander 
McNair, who was to become Missouri's first state Governor two years later. 


McNair draws on the U.S. Army’s Paymaster General for $1,100.32, saying “You will please charge this amount to me as agent 
for the payment of widows and orphans five years half pensions.” 


AEN at CoO ers 


Oe rh ss a a a ee | 5 WS anal Ss | es Sees as 8 ee le 


Nea ak 2 are, 


a 
ST. LOUIS 
{ULV 





| Ahr Saduhle SA fob ot 2 
Sheor Ope Oma ae Adee og © 





TT COCA te 





Dated 16 July 1819, this is the latest reported example of the second straight line townmark of St. Louis. It is charactetnzed by 
slanting letters. The earliest recorded use is 1 February 1819, struck in red. 


It is franked by Capt. A. T. Crane, the third postmaster of St. Louis. While serving as postmaster, he was also engaged in 
business under the name of Crane & Beck Western Land Agency. The enclosure is a printed circular of the Agency, franked by 
Crane as postmaster. 


Crane became postmaster in October, 1818, following the death of Dr. Robert Simpson on 11 September of that year. At this ime 
the post office was located in the old mansion of Mrs. Auguste Chouteau, at the southwest corner of Main and Chestnut Streets. 
Crane died in November 1819 and was succeeded in office on the first of December by Elias Rector. 
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This is the latest reported use of a St. Louis straightline. In this type, the letters are upright—it is known used only in August 
and September 1819. 


The letter is datelined “Chariton (Mis. Ter.) Sept 20th ’19.” Carried privately down the Missouri River to St. Louis, where it 
entered the mails for Washington, it contained a proposal to furnish kiln dried corn meal to the U.S. troops on the Upper Missouri 
River. In support of the proposal, he mentions his friendship with General Thomas Jessup and says “the average time for a boat 
to ascend [from St. Louis] is about 25 days.” 


The wnter was Jonathan Smith Findlay, who was a delegate from Howard County to the Missouri Constitutional Convention in 
Si. Louis in June, 1820. 
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The letter is from Col. John Noble to his father in Vermont. He speaks of the “malignant fever” [cholera?] which had been raging 
in most of the country and local news: 


“Fevers of all kinds have been more fatal and cases more numerous than have ever been known before they do not seem to be 
confined to the rivers and particular places as formerly...As many as 7 have died in 24 hours in this place and I believe they would 
average 4 & 5 per day...the frost and Subsequent cold weather has put a stop to new cases and the spirits of men seem much 
lighter. I have just returned from a tour in Illinois of about 150 miles and was near to the new town laid off by Government— 
Vandalia as the permanent seat of legislation...the waters of the Ohio are so low that no goods have yet reached here from 
Pittsburgh and the steam boats which could ply on this river to N. Orleans are all aground in the Ohio. the S.B. St. Louis which is 
the largest boat ever at this place with its return cargo about ten days since run on a sand bar about 40 miles below this and will 
have to wait a rise of water to lift her off... money although nearly all the banks have failed continues pretty plenty. However I do 
not find it has any more affinity for my fingers than it used to; at any rate no more adheres to them...” 
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Letter to the writer’s brother in New Hampshire, dated 23 June 1820. He reports the murder of a friend in St. Louis 
and the suicide of the murderer and later describes the local! people: 


“As to the people of this country, they are generally very Idle that is the southem people but there is a good many 
of the Eastern people here which have very large and elegant Farms. Women of this country are coarse and abrupt 
in their manners and no learning at all which has got me out of the notion of getting Marned or I must come home and 
then perhaps my mind may take another turn...” 
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Elias Rector initiated the regular use of red ink to postmark the St. Louis mail. 


The enclosed letter is dated 3 November 1820; the townmark Is typical of the dark red ink used in late 1820. It is from Maj. 
Thomas Biddle, Paymaster, Rifle Regiment. 


Biddle was a member of the famous Philadelphia family; his brother, Nicholas, was the President of the United States Bank in 
that city. Thomas was killed in a duel with Secretary of State Spencer Pettis that occurred on 27 August 1830. Pettis died of his 
wounds the following day, while Major Biddle died two days later. 
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‘ GENERAL LAND AGENCY OFFICE, St. Louis, (Mo.) 3 , 1828 é 
Apranam Brcr, Esq. late Land Agent of this place, after a severe illness, died on the 5th of ‘September 
~  Jast. His administrators, Joseph Charless and Josiah Spalding, Esquires, took possession of his estate and 

effects; and placed in my charge all papers, left by him, relating to Agency. I commenced in the mostin- — 

: dustrious manner, to communicate with all the persons intercsted, but was attacked with a severe affection of 
the liver, and was confined to my bed about six weeks, or | should sooner written to you on the subject. The = 
sickness and death of Mr. Beck delayed and deranged his affairs, which now makes me much additional la-  . 


bor in adjusting the papers, &c. left by him. — oe Ge 
Iam using every exertion to preserve the interests of all concerned, and will arrange and pledge, if pos-_ 


























sible, so that no 4a Or 2 4 ass area ac a nme ae of your lands shall happen before . 
: < gee ten fA ace 8 i on the faith that you will forward the amount without i = 
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, ‘ eh ; : Ze 7 ue aor ee : Zee : 
De AE las Saas Jz ie aS ee Or Certificates of deposit in the bank of }=———__-—--~ a 
er payable to . 
Amos Wheeler, or order, may be enclose I by Mail, and shall be duly acknowledged, taxés, &c. paid, and Re- 
ceipts forwarded, There are many Deeds, &c. now in my office, duly recorded, which shall soon be for- 
warded to the several owners. : | 
Any unsettled accounts you may have with the estate of the late Abraham Beck, I will attend to, with- 2 
out fee or reward, and settle, and if ballance due you, when collected, pay it for future taxes, or as .you may 
x direct. The Books in the hands of the administrators will show the state of acceunts, so that no further 
- proof is needed ; if otherwise, I will advise you. > | 
I am devoting my whole attention to agency, and shall duly acknowledge all patronage. ‘ 
Yours respecifuliy, 
. : - AMOS WHEELER, _.. % “ 
.: REFFERENCES. : Miterney at Law, and Land Agent, q 
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f. ter Elias Rector, in anticipation 
; 2 “thine of statehood for Missouri, re- 


moved the “T” from the 





townmark. 2 March ts the last 

— Ze recorded date with the “T” anda 
(ie cover of 10 March is without it. 
ff Nostrikes in 1821 before 2 March 
have been reported in black, and 
very few are known thereafter. 
These covers represent the “be- 
fore and after” stages of the re- 
moved “T.” 
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Both covers are from Captain Alphonso Wetmore. In the first he relinquishes his rank as Captain of the 6th Regiment of Infantry 
in order to retain his appointment as Paymaster. The second acknowledges receipt of pay vouchers from Fort Atkinson, on the 
Upper Missouri River. 


Wetmore lost an arm in a battle below Fort Erie in November 1812, but remained in service until 1833. He was the compiler of the 
GAZETTEER OF Missouri, published in 1837. 


Peso oR | Peal Ke IN a 


ENE RA TU NO Rey Ae ee a Se 


EO ee 





 Mesent or nies © a te 


5 
45 
ie ty Pie 2 i ? 7 Cee or iad 4 SER : 
> ea cma eee ism REE RO TS ae eT, ee maida ~. 


& 





This post was built in September 1819 on the west bank of the Missouri River, a short distance above the present City of Omaha. 
It was occupied by the 6th Infantry Regiment as their winter quarters on the first military reconnaissance of the upper Missouri 
River, known as the “Yellowstoner Expedition.” Originally named Camp and then Cantonment Missouri, in 1820 it was designated 
Cantonment Council Bluffs. Finally, in 1821, it was moved to the top of the bluff because of flooding of the river and renamed Fort 
Atkinson. It was abandoned in 1827, being replaced by Fort Leavenworth. 


This letter was written by General Henry Atkinson, for whom the fort was named. It was mailed from St. Louuis to a member of 
Congress in 1822. 
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Henry Atkinson was born in 1782 in North Carolina. He 
served in the army during the War of 1812 and in 1814 was 
promoted to Colonel of the 45th Infantry Regiment. On 
May 13, 1821 he was promoted to Brigadier General and on 
June 21! of that year was appointed Adjutant General. 


He was a commander in the West and led two expeditions 
to the Yellowstone River, in 1819 and 1825. He was involved 
in the erection of Fort Atkinson | named for him], Jefferson 
Barracks and Fort Leavenworth. During the Black Hawk 
War he was the general commander of U.S. forces, and later 
superintended removal of the Winnebago to lowa. He died 
at Jefferson Barracks on June 14, 1842. 


This letter, signed and franked by him, is datelined “St. 
Louis, March 5, 1821.” It enclosed a lieutenant’s resigna- 
tion. He says the 5 day delay between the date on the 
dateline and the date the letter entered the mails is to allow 


the lieutenant time to reach Washington at government 
expense [before the resignation took effect]. 
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Letter dated 11 February 1822 from John O’Fallon about stocking tobacco for his trading post at Council Bluffs: 


“...tobacco, wherein he is limited to 9 cents per lot and more than which I could not afford to give, as I am allowed only 25 by 
retail at the Council Bluffs—as I purchase all my goods for Cash I am in the habit of buying lower than the customary prices or 
[ should loose by my business, as I sell many articles lower than at this place.” 
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In 1823 a large fur trading expedition led by William H. Ashley ascended the Missouri River. On June 2, at the Arikara villages in 
what is now South Dakota, the Indians defeated and routed Ashley’s men in a surprise attack. In the battle 15 trappers or boatmen 
were killed and 9 more were severely wounded. Responding to a plea for help from the survivors, Colonel Henry Leavenworth 
ordered the 6th Infantry to prepare for a campaign. Within four days he was headedg@ upriver with 220 msoldiers and 30 of 
Ashley’s survivors. Along the way he enlisted the aid of 60 white trappers and several Wandred Siodlx warriors. Before departing 
he sent the following message to General Atkinson at St. Louis: “ We go to secure the lives and property of our citizens, and to 

Dera and correct thosse who have committed outrages upon them.” 


The letter on the following page to Benjamin O’ Fallon, Indian Agent in the territory is datelined “Fort Atkinson 27 July 1824.” It 
is written and signed by Leavenworth and confirms that he placed no blame on the Indian Agent for the debacle at the villages. 
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Letter from Edward Bates, U.S. District Attorney, to the Attorney General, seeking advice as to how to proceed in 
the matter of Spanish land grants in Missouri and Arkansas. 


Edward was the brother of Missouri’s Governor Frederick Bates. In later life he served as Lincoln’s Attorney 
General. 


The “T” of the old terntorial townmark was beginning to reappear as early as 1824. 
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Letter dated 20 July 1825 franked by Wilson P. Hunt, although it was carried privately by favor up the Mississippi 
River to Prairie du Chien. It concerns the confirmation of a land title at Mine au Burton based on a Spanish grant pnor 


to the Louisiana Purchase. 


Wilson P. Hunt was the fifth postmaster at St. Louis, serving from 1822 to 1840. He was a fur trader and explorer 
first appointed by President Monroe in late 1822. He was reappointed by Presidents John 


Quincy Adams, Andrew Jackson and Martin Van Buren. 


SANTA FE TRAIL - PRE-TERRITORIAL 


HENRY LEAVENWORTH 
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Letter written by the founder of Fort Leavenworth 


On May 8, 1827, Henry Leavenworth established the fort on the Missouri River that bore 
his name. As carly as March 7th, 1827, Colonel Leavenworth was directed, with four 
regiments, to ascend the Missouri River and establish a permanent Cantonment on its left 
bank. The fort was to be located within twenty miles of the mouth of the Little Platte River: 
its purpose was to protect travelers on the newly opened Santa Fe Trail. 


By carly July, he began the erection of barracks for his soldiers and the post was named 
"Cantonment Leavenworth". Thus Leavenworth became the permanent site of the most 
important military post ever established by the Government in the West. 


Col. Henry Leavenworth wrote this friendly correspondence to a Licutenant regarding a 
furlough; it concludes: "Jhat you may find ‘smooth water, a clear sky & good 
roads' and also kind fair ones is the wish of 

Your friend 

AH Leavenworth 


Co. LEAVENWORTH 


Dated November 23, 1821, this letter was mailed from St. Louis less than three months after Missouri statehood. 
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A letter written and signed by Senator Thomas Hart Benton on August 11, 1829. It is addressed to a newspaper publisher in 
Mississippi, asking that his essay on the South Western boundary of the United States be published: 


“There is a movement on this subject, and if you feel as | do, of which I have no doubt, your anxiety must be extreme to 
remove that foreign boundary which is now parallel to your west and approaches so near to it. Legislative memorials, or 
resolutions, condemning the treaty of 1819, and recommending the re-acquisition of the country thrown away, will have a 
good effect...” 


While Benton had the franking privilege while Congress was in session, this letter was written between the setting of the 
20th and 21st Congresses, requiring postage of 25¢ plus a forwarding fee of 12 %2¢. Since Benton did not prepay the postage, it 
was charged to the recipient. 
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This cover was mailed at Saint Louis on 6 August 1851, 37 days after the 1847 stamps were demonetized. The 
postmaster at Saint Louis accepted the stamp as a 2¢ overpayment of the new 3¢ rate to New York City. 


The first day of demoinetization use and this cover are the only two recorded post-demonetization covers from Mis- 
souri. 
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This incoming letter from the St. Louis Indian Agency Headquarters to the Sac & Fox Agency was missent to Sioux City, Lowa, 
by the St. Louis postmaster. There it received the Sioux City townmark, was marked “‘Missent & ford,’ and sent on to Kansas 
Territory. 


The postmaster at Sac & Fox Agency, in violation of regulations, marked the cover “Ford 6,’ charging the recipient a 
forwarding charge for the error of the Post Office Department. 
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O? Louis, A Philatelic History 





1883, St. Louis 
City Delivery 
Company. 


For its first 40 years, under French and Spanish colonial administration, St. Louis 
had no postal service. Following the Louisiana Purchase in 1803, Postmaster 
General Gideon Granger worked quickly to extend postal service into the new 
American Territory. During the two intervening centuries the St. Louis Post Office 
has not only recorded the history of our city, but also participated in the innovation 
of the Post Office. While many of these topics have been exhibits onto themselves, 
we wish to share a few highlights from our philatelic history upon the occasion of 
this Bicentennial for the St. Louis Post Office. 


Rufus Easton, Ist Postmaster 2 St. Louis Exchange Office 17 
Dr. Robert Simpson, 2nd Postmaster 3 Streetcar Mail 19 
St. Louis Territorial Cancels 4 Spanish American War 20 
Post Office Script 5 Louisiana Purchase Exposition Z1 
Jefferson Barracks 6 Pneumatic Mail 23 
First Federal Issue i St. Louis Precancels 24 
Valentine 8 Aeroplane Station No. | a2 
Express Companies 9 Hydroplane Flight 26 
Civil War 10 Private Perf Coils zi 
Agricultural & Mechanical Fairs 13 Commercial Air Mail 28 
Sun Face Cancels 14 The American Philatelic Society 29 


Advertising Covers 1 St. Louis Stamp Dealers ea 





Rufus Easton Postmaster 1804-1814 


Postmaster General Gideon Granger appointed Rufus Easton postmaster for St. Louis on 
October 3, 1804. Given the long mail routes, by horseback and flatboat, between 
Washington and St. Louis it took several months to complete the required paperwork. 
Easton dispatched his signed oath and bond by post rider on October 29th. After Granger 
received these on December 7, 1804, he sent Easton a copy of the postal laws and a map 
of the United States showing the location of all the post offices. Easton was later 


informed that he would not be reimbursed for office rent, but could charge the Post 
Office $10 for a desk. 





In the upper right, “Free Easton Post Master St. Louis” on an 
1805 folded letter to Whitestown, New York. 
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Dr. Robert Simpson Postmaster 1815-1818 


In 1812, Easton moved the Post Office to his brother-in-law Robert Simpson’s drug store. 
After being elected Territorial Delegate, Easton recommended Simpson to become the 
next Postmaster. With access to newspaper type, Simpson constructed the first handstamp 
devices to postmark mail from St. Louis. 





Straight-line “ST LOUIS / JULY 31” with a manuscript “377%” 
for the wartime rate to Pennsylvania in 1815. 
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Straight-line “ST LOUIS / OCT 10” with a manuscript “25” on 
an 1819 letter to Canandaigua, Ontario County, New York. 
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St. Louis Territorial Cancels 1819-1821 


The third postmaster, Aaron T. Crane, introduced a circular dated cancel in 1819. Elias 
Rector, the next postmaster, removed the ““T”’ for territory from the cancel. 





December 12, 1819 to Cape Girardeau, between 80 and 150 miles: 12’2¢ 
Black circular date stamp with “T” for Territory. 





July 20, 1821 to Brownsburg, Virginia, over 400 miles: 25¢ 
Red circular date stamp with “T” removed. 
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Post Office Scrip 1816-1822 


With a currency shortage in the western 
United States, three St. Louis Postmasters — 
Robert Simpson, Aaron Crane, and Elias 
Rector — without approval from Washington, 
DC circulated scrip redeemable at the St. 
Louis Post Office. The red date stamps 
match the typeface of the straight-line 
cancelling device. [facsimiles] 













Robert Simpson, 1817 
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Aaron T. Crane, 1819 
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Elias Rector, unissued, 1820 
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Jefferson Barracks 1831 


Just down river from St. Louis, Jefferson Barracks was established in 1826 as a 
distribution point for troops and munitions heading west. The Post was the starting point 
for numerous military and exploratory expeditions in the 19th century. Jefferson Davis, 
Robert E. Lee, and Ulysses S. Grant were stationed at the Post before the Civil War. 





1831, straight line “JEFF. BAR’KS. MO.” with manuscript “March 18th” to Poughkeepsie, 
New York; forwarded to Ithaca with the rimless red “POUGH N.Y. APR 9”. Rated 25¢ 
from St. Louis, with 18%¢ added for the forwarding making a total of 43°¢ due. 
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First Federal Issue | 1847 


St. Louis received 45,400 of the 5¢ stamps and 30,300 of the 10¢ stamps. 
The Alexander census reported 117 and 194 surviving covers respectively 





October 9, 1849 to Alton, Illinois 








December 16 to South Boston, Massachusetts 
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February 11,.1858 St. Louis to 

Woodstock, Canada West with 

Windsor transit and Woodstock 

U.C. February 14th receiving 

| mark. Red Canadian markings to | et 
show fully paid. 
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Express Companies 


Express Companies were allowed to deliver letters so long as the U.S. Post Office 
received its payment; this was usually accomplished by the use of Post Office entires. 
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Adams Express Co., 1869 St. Louis to Helena, Arkansas, forwarded to Memphis. 
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Civil War Patriotic Covers 
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Although there were 
many with southern 
sympathies, St. Louis 
remained in the Union. 
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Due 3, Soldier's Letter 13th 
Missouri Volunteers 





Magnus Envelope. 









eibod oe : 7 iad 
TO UT elt i bonnie 





Oni it es, uae Ssnmso noes . 
Mie 3 SPIO dhon Cie 





. 


fst atta s a yoties Sug 
aaetulely huoceliy 


Civil War Revenues 1863-1872 


Private Die Proprietary Stamps — the Revenud™Ps first appeared in 1865, they were more 
perfume, playing cards, and canned fruit pern 
own products. Several St. Louis companies tc 
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James Henry 
McLean began 
selling patent 
medicines in 
the 1860’s. He 
issued stamps 
1867-73. 
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Agricultural & Mechanical Fairs 


St. Louis business and civic leaders had nearly half a century of experience promoting 
fairs and expositions prior to the 1904 World’s Fair. Except for the Civil War years, the 
St. Louis Agricultural and Mechanical Fair was held each October from 1856 until 1902. 
The St. Louis Exposition, which began in 1884, was the only successful annual 
exposition in the late 19th century America. 






















































AGENTS FOR 
Ane Waele Cotton Gin, 
525 NORTH MAIN STREET 











1877, Buildings on 
the Agricultural and 
Mechanical Fair 
Grounds. 
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1884, The four acre 
Exposition Hall at 14th 
and Olive Streets, St. 
Louis. 
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Sun Face Cancels 








Advertising 


Mudd & Hughes, Commission 
Merchants 1856 















































St. Louis University, 1863 
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Virginia Hotel, 1858. 
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Friedman Brothers & Schafer, 1895 


Sewing Machines 


Mr. L. H. Ritvterskamp. 





41? Deleware Steeet, 
Kansas city, Mo. 


Gem Embroidery Machine, 1905 
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St. Louis Exchange Office Postage Due Markings 


St. Louis was designated an Exchange Post Office in the 1880’s with responsibility for 
making up mail packets for Great Britain, France, Germany, Sweden, and Mexico. 


The Exchange Post Office marked postage due mail with the international symbol “T” 
and the deficiency expressed in French centimes (1¢ = 5 centimes). The opera glass due 
markings were not used for short-paid domestic mail. 








1889, Swiss Consulate to Lauenen bei Saanen. Unpaid 5¢ international rate marked “T 25 
Centimes St. L.” The deficiency was doubled by the Swiss Post Office, written in blue 
crayon, and collected with the 50c Swiss postage due stamp tied by a customs house killer. 
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St. Louis Exchange Office Registry Labels 


From 1883 to 1911 UPU regulations 
required the use of adhesive labels on 
international registered mail. These were 
applied only at the designated Exchange 
Offices. With the exception of St. Louis, 
with its railroad connections to parts of 
Mexico, all were coastal cities or along 
the Mexican border. Less than 10 
surviving St. Louis Registry Labels are 
known. 


St. Louis served as the registered mail 
Exchange Office only to the Mexican 
states of Guanajuto, Chiapas, Hidalgo, 
Michoncean, Morelos, Oaxaca, Puebla, 
Queretaro, Tabasco, Tiaxcala, Vera 
Cruz, and the Federal District for U.S. 
mail from Colorado, Kansas, Nebraska, 
the Dakotas, Minnesota, Iowa, Wiscon- 
sin, Illinois, Michigan, Indiana, Ohio, 
Pennsylvania, Maryland, Delaware, 
West Virginia, Virginia, Kentucky, Ten- 
nessee, Arkansas, and Missouri. 
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1899 to Mexico City, 2¢ domestic rate plus 
8¢ registry fee tied by Baltimore “REG” 
ovals. Registered at Baltimore, international 
registry label applied at St. Louis, Mexican 
registration upon receipt. 
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Streetcar Mail 1891-1915 


When the St. Louis and Suburban Railway Company converted their narrow gauge 
railroad to a standard gauge electric streetcar line in 1891, the Railway Mail Service 
closed pouch to Florisant became the first U.S. Streetcar Mail. However, John Harlow, 
St. Louis Postmaster, envisioned fully operational mail cars in which postal clerks would 
collect, sort, postmark, and distribute mail along the streetcar lines. Streetcar mail service 
from the Main Post Office to the Cabanne Station began December 5, 1892. In 1896 this 
route was extended to Florisant. Service to Webster Groves began in 1897. By the 1904 
World’s Fair, eight streetcar routes provided postal service to the city and important 
suburbs. In 1915 postal trucks replaced streetcar mail. 


Earliest recorded Streetcar cancel. 


February 27, 1893 from Wellston 
eastbound on the streetcar to the St. 
Louis Club. The dial of the cancel reads: 
ol LOUIS MO? STREET. R.P.O: N 1° 
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November 13, 1915 — Last Looe 
day of Streetcar Mail in St. aes 
Louis 
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Spanish American War 1897-1898 


The Antikamnia Chemical Company was the only St. Louis firm to use private die 
stamps during the Spanish-American War tax period. The company registered its 
trademark in 1890. While described as a coal-tar derivative, Antikamnia tablets were half 
or more acetanilid, a dangerous and habit forming compound. They were also sold mixed 
with codeine, quinine, or both. The company prospered until passage of the 1906 Pure 
Food and Drug Act. 





July 1898, Provisional sticker Handstamp cancel 
on general issue. 








Totes = pig 


ST. LOUIS, U. S. A. 


dpe 3 DEAR DOC OR :— 

Ve be: (ByT 98a 4) mail, under separate cover, we send 
‘yous -gratisy:dur “ Morocco Pocket Folder” containing 
samples’ df* : 


“give-Grain Antikamnia Tablets” 


“Antikamnia and Codeine Tablets” 


If “Folder” does not arrive within five days after the re- 


——— ceipt of this postal card, kindly advise us and we will have 
a|MAILED AT |e | 
TNT ee eo The U. S. Post Office Department 





send a tracer in order to locate it for you. 

Hoping. however, that it will arrive promptly 
“and begging your acceptance with our compliments, 
we remain with many thanks for past favors, 

A dozen tablets in the House will be useful Sincerely yours, 


when in pain—No matter where. THE ANTIKAMNIA CHEMICAL COMPANY. 


1899 advertising postal card. 
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ouisiana Purchase Exposition 


ormal mail delivery and pick-up was provided on the Fair Grounds to booth holders, 
yncessionaires, and Fair officials. Besides the U.S. Government Building, postal stations 
ere located in the exhibit Palaces, on the Philippine Reservation, and at the Inside Inn. 
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Post Office Department Exhibit, 

| U. S. Government Building, 

LOUISIANA PURCHASE EXPOSITION, “ 
ST, LOUIS, MO. 








ne 


International machine cancel — P.O. DEP'T .EX. — is only known applied to 
unmailable souvenir cards distributed at the Post Office Exhibit. 
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Registry service was available at the 


Fair grounds P ice: 
handstamp: "REGISTERED / [date] / E g ost Office; 20 examples of the four line 


XPOSITION STATION / ST. LOUIS, MO" are known. 










HOYT Bolsa 
SAMUEL NEW HOUSE. 
L.WSHURTLIFF. 
WILLIS JOHNSON. 












R GENERAL. 





SAINT LOUIS. 
a ‘UTAH STATE BUILDING. 

lr. G. ne Zolney ae ee. 

Superintendent of Suulpture-art 
Louisiana Purchase Exposit ion 


World's Fair P.O. 
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Mail for General Delivery arriving at the Fair Ground Post Office received a "GENERAL DELIVERY / 
[date] / EXPOSITION STATION / ST. LOUIS, MO" handstamp. 16 surviving examples are known. 


Pneumatic Mail 1905-1918 


St. Louis was the final American city to install a postal pneumatic tube. Pneumatic 
transmission operates on the principle that air pressure seeks to reach equilibrium. A 
metal canister, holding the mail, with a leather collar providing a snug fit to the inside 
diameter of the tube, will be propelled through the tube if there is a difference in air 
pressure between the two ends of the canister. Using a system of pumps and fans, the 
canister can either be pushed forward with a column of air, or pulled forward, if the air in 
front of it has been exhausted. 


Pneumatic tubes ran from the General Post Office, today the Old Post Office, to the 
Postal Annex, at 18th & Clark Streets behind Union Station, and to the Bridge Station, on 
the west end of Eads Bridge, a total of 2.38 miles. Hours of operation between the 
General Post Office and Annex station were 4:00 am to midnight six days a week and on 
Sunday 7-11:00 am and 4:30-8:30 pm. The Bridge Station line operated 6:00 am to 7:00 
pm daily and 7-11:00 am on Sundays. 


The pneumatic tube was 8” in diameter employing a canister with the capacity for 400- 
600 letters. The St. Louis pneumatic mail tubes averaged 461,836 letters leaving the city 
and 197,651 incoming letters daily in 1908. However, only mail damaged in the tubes 
received any postal marking to indicate the use of pneumatic mail. 
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UNITED STATES] __ 
AND CANADA, 
ONE CENT. 












FOREIGN, Two 
CENTS. 
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The only recorded St. Louis postal marking showing pneumatic service. 


The stains and missing stamp suggest that a canister became stuck in the tube, allowing 
oily water to leak in, while the card was in transit beneath the streets. The St. Louis Post 
Office applied this purple handstamp, “Received through Pneumatic Tubes in bad order. 
No. 2” before delivery. 
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St. Louis Precancels 


In 1903 the Post Office Department authorized precancels and suggested a standard 
format with the city and state between two lines. 


L-3 Electro Type 





1908 double Line Watermark 1911 Single Line Watermark 


L-10 Electro Type — used only on Parcel Post 
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Aeroplane Station No. 1 


October 4-7, 1911 


| For only the second time, United States mail was officially carried by airplane at the 1911 


Aero Meet in Fairgrounds Park. 5000 pieces of mail inscribed "Aerial Route" were 


collected for the October 4th demonstration flight. The announced rate was 2¢ for letters 


or postcards, but 1¢ postcards are known. Late in the afternoon, two fifty pound sacks 


: were rushed to Kinloch Field, strapped to the wings of Walter Brookins' biplane, and 


flown 12 miles to Fairground Park -- a new distance record for US airmail. Upon landing, 


the mail was taken by car to the downtown post office for sorting and delivery. 
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A grandmother's prophetic 
message on October Sth. 


Gram 


tA 


Lael oe 


1 





ee 
179) EAL Gay DBategAléez, DOD a oe 


oF ’ 





Greetings to Walter Brookins 
from a Dayton, Ohio class- 
mate. Brookins had been in- 
troduced to the Wright Broth- 
ers by his teacher, their sister 
Katherine. Having been taught 
by Orville, he ran the Wright 
flying school in Montgomery, 
Alabama. Brookins was a dar- 
ing stunt pilot, who held num- 
erous aviation records. 


The tremendous volume of mail after the first day 
required a shorter route. Mail deposited in a special 
collection box at Vandeventer Avenue and Natural 
Bridge Road was only flown between airmail stations 
located at each end of Fairground Park. 
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Hydroplane Flight October 8, 1911 


Although scheduled and postmarked for October 7th, inclement weather postponed the world's 
first Hydroplane airmail flight until Sunday morning, October 8th. Taking off from the foot of 
North Market Street, Hugh Robinson flew under and over the Eads, McKinley, and Merchants' 
bridges before carrying the mail to the Illinois side of the Mississippi River. Since no 


arrangements had been made in East St. Louis, he returned the mail to St. Louis for sorting and 
delivery. There are less than 15 known surviving covers. 





Hugh A. Robinson at the con- 
trols of the Curtiss Seaplane 
that flew the St. Louis Airmail. 
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Private Perf Coils 1917 


The Mailometer Type IV, with five large holes, was used only in St. Louis. 





HENRY F.KOTHE, 


16084 OHIO AVE., 


&1 ALOU IS. BO. 


1916 Flat plate printing, unwatermarked. 
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Commercial Air Mail 1920-1926 










August 16, 
1920 1st 
flight 


First experimental air mail 
to Chicago at 2¢ rate. 






When C.A.M. No. 2 
opened between St. Louis 
and Chicago, Charles A. 
Lindbergh was the Chief 
Pilot. 


A. Edward Meisenbach Jr., 
4922 Laclede Ave., 


April 15, 7 - 
p St. Louis, Mo. 


1926 1st ~L0UIO_- 
flight : : 
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The American Philatelic Society John K. Tiffany 


In April 1886, St. Louisian Charles Haviland Mekeel published a front-page letter 
suggesting the formation of a “national philatelical organization” in his monthly 
Philatelic Journal of America. Throughout the spring and summer he continued to 
vigorously promote the organizational meeting held in New York in September 1886. 
Mekeel, one of the delegates, secured the election of John Kerr Tiffany (1842-1897), a 
philatelic author and scholar of international reputation, as well as a fellow St. Louisian, 
to be the first president. Tiffany served as president for the first decade. 





ye. H. ©. Deats, 
= = FLEMINGTON, 


New Jersey. 


1893, to Hiram Deats, an APS founder, author of the Boston Revenue Book. 
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1883, Local Delivery to Tiffany's home on Chestnut. 
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The American Philatelic Society 
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ST. LOUIS BRANCH, Avl 
C,H. MEKEGL, MANAGEF 
Sheet No. ll fee ae ses 
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EXCHANGE DEPARTMENT 
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THE AMERICAN PHILATELIC: ASSOCIATION, 


HENRY Ch@Tz SUPERINTENDENT, 


81 MAIDEN LANE, 


P, O. Box 3489. NEW YORK. Fae] 


S> 


Owner’s Name, 


Branch Society, ene “— 


Value of Sheet, 











Sheet No. 745 Book No. 2 Ef. 





Members must attach the stamps, free from paper, to the sheets, 
using paper hinges, and mark their price plainly in ink, below 
the stamp, 

Place only as many stamps on a sheet as there are spaces pro- 
vided, and do not overlap the stamps or price. 

It is not necessary that a sheet shall be filled. 

Sheet and book numbers are for the Superintendent’s use, 


Early Sales Circuit 
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St. Louis Stamp Dealers 





1891, Mound City Stamp Company 





MEKEEL’S WEEKLY STAMP NEWS, it ss 
I. A. MEKEEL, PustisuHer, 
St. Louis, Mo. 





1898, Charles Haviland Mekeel 
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St. Louis Stamp Dealers 


| DEALER 1 ING. 


Ah S, and Foreign Stainps. for Collection, 

5941 Cote Brilfiante Ave., 

; ST. LOUIS, MO. igs: 

AML Kinds of Rare Stamps Bought for Cash at All Times. 








1903, C. A. Stegmann 
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1906, St. Louis Stamp & Coin 
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St. Louis Post Office Locations 1804-1854 























































































































|Postmaster (Dates ‘Post Office = a : | Source 7 __Residence __|Source 
1 RufusEaston —_—/ 1804-1815) i [ 
| Nov 12, 1810 "removed the Post Office to his new stone | Missouri Gazette in 
residence on Third Street under Court House hill." Billion, p120 
; a Easton Residence, 3rd & Elm Billon, p53 i 3rd &Elm —__Billon, p53 
ia Stone building, southwest corner 3rd & Elm 1925 ChPwy clipping = 
| Oct 1, 1812 Post Office moved to Dr. Simpson's Drug Missouri Gazette in | | 
i | \Store, Main Street Billon, p126 | 
Aug 28, 1813 "Doct. Simposn has removed his drug store 
to the former stand of Farrar & Walker" [Aug 29, 1812 | 
Farrar & Walker "opened a Drug and Medicine store on 
Main Street, below Major Christy's Tavern, adjoining Missouri Gazette in 
Dangen's Silversmith Shop" in 1805 Christy opened a Billon, p128, 125; Billon 
| a public house at SE corner Main & Walnut] 196 L 
2 |Robert Simpson 1815-1818) Oct 1, 1815 Dr. Pryor Quarles joined Simpson at his Missouri Gazette in 
| location es ___Billon, p132 [ 
Jan 4, 1817 "Simpson & Quarles have removed their 
Drugs and Medicines to the corner store lately occupied | Missouri Gazette in 
| by Riddick & Pilcher." [no location given in Billon] Billon, p139 | 
Simpson & Quailes Drug Store, Main between Elm & | 
| Myrtle 1925 ChPwy clipping 
a several locations near Main & Elm Gateway Heritage, 1982 | 
5) [Aaron T. Crane L 818-1819)| back part of Bank of St. Louis _|1925 ChPwy clipping | 
Aug 7, 1817 "Bank of St. Louis purchased the old stone 
i house east side of Main, between Elm & Myrtle" Billon, p86 L 
4 Elias Rector 1819-1822 Dec 8, 1819 "removed to ... the old Stone Mansion of Missouri Gazette in 
Mrs. Chouteau" [SW corner Main & Chestnut] ‘Billion, p156; Billon p54 
sie South side of Chestnut, below 2nd - Mrs. Chouteau | 
n AARP ALP... Al RAIA A 
=} Washington University in St.Louis '¥? eve Man David L. Straight 
rooden building near 2nd & Chestnut Director 
David L. Straight 
ee camps Tibia eee ta) South side Chestnut AMERICAN PHILATELIC SOCIETY 
ata Sr oui, MO 63130-4899 P.O. Box 32858 
aoe , (314) 935-5465 St. Louis, MO 63132 
7425 Forsyth Boulevard Fax: (314) 935-9890 PHONE: (314) 935-5465 12/22/2004 


E:mail: dls@library.wustl.edu FAX: (314) 935-9890 
Web: http://library.wustl.edu/~westcamp dis@library.wustl.edu 
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St. Louis Post Office Locations 1804-1854 


Postmaster Dates Post Office os Source Residence _/ Source 
6 |Thomas Watson _|1840-1842/No. 15, south side Chestnut, corner of 2nd E 840 Directory 

2nd & Chestnut | 1842 Directory 
7 |Samuel B. Churchill | 1842-1845 
8 |John M.Wimer _| 1845-1849) North side of Chestnut, between 3rd & 4th 1846 Directory 2nd & Cherry (1842 Directory 
eae 87 Chestnut 1847, 1848 Directories 211 North 5th 1848 Directory 
9 |Archibald Gamble |1849-1854/87 Chestnut 1850 Directory 


1851, 22-26 North Second Globe 12/3/1939 
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NE corner 4th 
| Southesst corner of 2nd & Chestnut 1852 Directory |& Elm | 1852 Directory 


10 David H. Armstrong | 1854-1858 
11 | John Hogan 
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1858-1861 |Old Customs House, 3rd & Olive - opened April 1859 |Globe 12/3/1939 
12 |Peter L. Foy 1861-1867 
































1884 /|8th & Olive "Old Post Office" 
1912)18th & Walnut 
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